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Liverpool’s Albert Dock - Saturday 11th November - Adults £17, Cons £16 
 

Gloucester Victorian Christmas Market - Saturday 18th November - Adults £18, Cons £17 
 

Bakewell Market & Buxton Cheapy - Monday 20th November - All Seats £10 
 

Wickstead Christmas Show inc. lunch and tea - Thursday 23rd November - All Seats £46 
 

Turkey and Tinsel in Eastbourne - Monday 27th November to Friday 1st December - Half 

Board at the Cavendish Hotel. Lift. Entertainment. Christmas Meals. 2 Trips Out - £215 
 

Durham City’s Christmas Festival - Saturday 2nd December - Adults £18, Cons £17 
 

Melton Mowbray Victorian Festival- Sunday 3rd December - Adults £15, Cons £14 
 

Christmas Yorkshire Shopper - Friday 8th to Sunday 10th December - Half board at the 

Grand Hotel, Scarborough, visiting York & Beverley Christmas Markets -  £110 
 

Skipton market with a stop at Otley - Monday 11th Decmeber - Adults £18, Cons £17 
 

 Brugge Christmas Market (Belgium) - Sunday 10th to Wednesday 13th December -  B& Buffet 

style Breakfast at the City Centre Academie Hotel. 1 Trip out and plenty of stops for you to 

stock up on Wines, Beers and Chocolates - £260 
 

Mystery day out - Thursday 14th December - Adults £17, cons £16 
 

Leeds Christkindelmarkt - Saturday 16th December - Adults £17, cons £16 
 

Christmas Dinner at Marsh Farm (3 courses with tea/coffee) - Tuesday 19th December - All 

seats £30 
 

Mystery Party Coach - Free drinks and snacks - Thursday 21st December - all seats £15 
 

Christmas Holiday - Staying at the Sea front Grand Hotel, Llandudno. Half board, with full-

board on Christmas Day and all the Christmas Trimmings. Festive entertainment. Weather 

permitting we will have a trip into Snowdonia. Lunch stops will be made on the journeys to and 

from your hotel. Just sit back and let someone else do all the work - £388 
 

New Years in LLandudno - Saturday 30th December to Tuesday 2nd January - Half board at 

the Sea front Grand Hotel. Entertainment, New Years Party. Weather permitting we will have 

a trip into Snowdonia. Lunch stops will be made on the journeys to and from your hotel. - £300 
  

London Weekend - Friday 2nd  to Sunday 4th February - B&B at the Copthorne Tara Hotel, 

Kensington - £175 - Single Supplement 
 

Folkestone - Monday 5th to Friday 9th February - Premium Upgrade. The Burstin Hotel. 2 for 

1 Bar, Inc. Free Belgium Trip - £200 
 

Local Pick Ups 

For more information or to make a booking please contact Henshaws Coaches 

on 01773 607909 or email: paul@henshawscoaches.co.uk 

57 Pye Hill Road, Jacksdale, Nottingham, NG16 5LR 
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Dorrienne’s Page 

Firstly we would like to offer our deepest condolences to the families of Rob McLean and 

Dinah Dickinson. Both very sad losses to our village. 

We would to thank Marian Rainbow, a former resident for her generous donation towards 

keeping flowers in the planters round our memorial. This donation is in her mum Dora Tyler's 

memory. 

Please remember to attend the Remembrance Sunday service on the 12th November . Poppies 

will be on sale in local shops at the end of October. 

Pleased to see the reopening of the post office. Shame that the bookies has closed - we seem 

to keep losing businesses in the village. Not sure what's happening with the library as yet. 

Please use the local shops, we don't want to lose anymore. 

Recently we have had quite a few compliments about the Badjer News - we really appreciate 

this. We are all volunteers and give up quite a bit of time to produce this quarterly paper. Our 

distributors are wonderful they deliver in all kinds of fair or foul weather. Thank you to them 

and thank you to our readers.  Have a lovely Christmas and a brilliant New Year everyone. 

Dorrienne. 

The Dale Club are 

having a Christmas 

shopping event on 

Saturday 2nd of 

December  

4 till 6 pm.  
 

If anyone is interested in 

booking a table at £5 

please contact Dorrienne 

on 01773 779492 or Dell 

on 01773 602609. 

Ming’s Kitchen 

Our Chinese takeaway has been refurbished - how smart it looks 

now. After 5 very long weeks of being closed it finally reopened on 

Sunday teatime. Judging by how busy they were, lots of others as 

well as myself had missed our takeaways. Very fresh and spacious, 

there's more seats for us to sit on as we are waiting. You can see 

them cooking in the back now so they have more kitchen space which 

will be better working conditions for them. Hope they continue to be 

as busy, they deserve it. 
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A Tribute to Rob 

 

 

 

 Rob’s   Mirror 

 

 

Rob’s Retreat 

Peg 29 

It was with deep and great sadness that our dear and trusted friend Rob McLean passed away 

on Saturday 9th September. All his family and friends are heart broken. The whole community 

is in total shock and disbelief that we will never see that smile or hear that laugh again. Rob 

was unique. Reliable, dependable and he always put others before himself. We’ve lost one of 

Westwood’s best loved characters. He will always live in our hearts and memories. Rob had a 

special bond with everyone he knew. There’s plenty of great tales to be told about him. His life 

long friend Jay (Millsy) could probably tell the most. Rob’s greatest passion was fishing . He 

was always thinking about his next adventure on the bank and how to catch his next P.B. In 

this country or in France, the place he loved to go. It was in France that he caught his biggest 

king carp. Patron saints of fishermen, brothers Peter and Andrew said to the Lord, “We need 

the best fisherman” so they chose you, Rob, because you are the best. It’s time to go to the 

big lake in the sky……. 

Goodnight, God Bless, They’ll Come.  Tight Lines…... 

A SAD GOODBYE TO DINAH 
 On Friday the 6th October at Ironville Church we said a fond farewell to our friend and quilt-

ing buddy, Dinah Dickinson, who passed away on the  16th of September following her long and 

brave fight with cancer. 

 Dinah came to Jacksdale in 2012 and set up “Jacksdale Busy Bees” in 2014. With a maximum 

of sixteen members it is a friendly group of quilters who meet every 2nd Saturday in the 

month to sew, chat, drink tea and coffee and – oh yes! – eat cake! It is a fine legacy for her 

drive and enthusiasm for all types of quilting and needlecraft. 

 As an active group we take annual trips to the Quilt Festival at Harrogate, display our crea-

tions and provide refreshments at the Underwood Scarecrow Festival, and enjoy a fantastic 

‘fuddle’ at Christmas. 

 To celebrate Dinah’s life and raise funds for the John Eastwood Hospice and Cancer Re-

search we will be holding an Open Day on Saturday  11th November from 11am to 

1.30pm.  There will be a display of our work, some of which will be for sale, and homemade 

cake and hot drinks for sale if you fancy a cuppa.  We look forward to meeting you at the Com-

munity Centre very soon. 
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Badger News, issue 70, May 2017. 

 ‘Memories of the Betty Tansey  School of Dance’ 

 by Karen Ruzicka. 
The lovely article concerning the Tansey/Ruzicka family brought back memories. I was ac-

quainted with Karen’s  parents and grandmother during the early 1940’s 

I recall Karen and Anezka ‘s father,   a commissioned officer  of the  ( I think) Free Czech 

Army, he was a gentleman. 

I was evacuated, aged 8, to Jackdale in November 1940, from Birmingham, with my two broth-

ers John (age 6) and Sydney (10). We arrived in the village with just the clothes we were 

wearing, a gas mask,  carrier bag and a label. 

In 1944 Mr Ruzicka needed a pram collecting from Godkin’s shop in Ripley; due to wartime re-

strictions transport was not readily available. The gentleman asked if Syd and I could be of 

assistance, we readily agreed. The pram was for Anezka. We had a jolly old time journeying 

from  Ripley , I sat in this lovely new pram whilst Syd pushed. Mr Ruzicka was so pleased and 

generous he gave us five shillings, a King’s ransom for two young boys at that time. 

I returned to Birmingham only for a brief period following the end of the war, then came back 

to Jacksdale in 1946 and continued  living with my wartime foster parents, the wonderful 

Mr  & Mrs William (Bill) Bowmer on York Avenue. 

I have remained in the area ever since, marrying a Ripley girl (now sadly deceased) and was 

employed by the Butterley (Engineering) Company all my working life. 

William (Bill) Barber          9 September 2017 



7  



8  

Route 66 Jukebox 

In 2014, I set off on a road trip and hiking adventure around Scotland and the North-East of 

England. Right, let's take this to the next level, I thought. 

So, I next decided to do what I considered to be the best 

hike in the world, to Everest Base Camp, and became caught 

up in the Nepal earthquake - stranded for 3 days in a Himala-

yan village with the biggest mountains in the world (including 

Everest) shaking and seeing avalanches crashing down their 

slopes, the result of the big quake and many aftershocks. The 

following year I set off on one of the best road trips in the 

world, Route 66. This was autumn 2016: the bitter US Presi-

dential race was daily building to a dramatic climax. Driving 

over 3000 miles - Chicago to L.A. (with detours up to Monu-

ment Valley and the Grand Canyon) - I needed a soundtrack 

and spent about 2 months putting an epic playlist together. 

These are the highlights. 

'First Time I Met the Blues' - Buddy Guy 

The first thing I did on arriving on a windswept, rainy night in Chicago was walk through the 

streets of towering Gothic old skyscrapers to Buddy Guy's blues club. Then after picking up 

my red Chevy hire car the track had to be 'Have Love, Will Travel' by The Sonics when I was 

out on the open road, falling in love with the American landscape, rolling down near empty 

stretches of Route 66, feeling as Free ‘All Right Now’ as can be. 

'I'm a Black Man in a White World' - Michael Kiwanuka 

Springfield, Illinois was the hometown of President Abraham Lincoln, I visited his tomb. On 

the wall was his most famous, unifying speech The Gettysburg Address (which he gave after 

the bloody Civil War battle there) - 'all men are created equal.' And out there was Trump who 

is more like something out of Orwell's Animal Farm - 'All animals are equal but some animals 

are more equal than others.' I couldn't escape the Presidential election race, on TV every 

night, and at an isolated gas station/gift shop in the middle of the Texas plains, a friendly, 

elderly lady - who ran it - insisted I have a go at their mock Presidential election. I wrote Clin-

ton on a piece of paper and dropped it in the jam jar. Only for a wizened, little old cowboy to 

ask me who I voted for. He swore - 'shhe**%!ttt' - and did a mad little dance when I told him 

my choice and gave me a lecture on why it should be Trump. 

'Twist and Shout' – The Beatles’ 

I went to see the Cardinals baseball team play in St Louis. A silver haired steward there told 

me how he saw one of The Beatles last ever live performances in the stadium as a teenager in 

1966. This was not long after Lennon's 'bigger than Jesus' quote, and many parents wouldn't 

let their kids go. The steward told me how they helped a girl escape from the home of strict 

religious parents so she could go to the gig. Rain poured down on the night and The Beatles 

nearly got electrocuted and vowed to quit touring. 

'Heartbreak Hotel' – Elvis Presley 

 I stayed in a 1950's retro motel and was showed the room that Elvis had stayed in when tour-

ing along Route 66 in 1956 as a 21-year-old. They'd turned it into a shrine to 'the king', with a 

big pink Cadillac bed, photos of Elvis and framed records on the wall. 'Heartbreak Hotel' had  
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not long been released back in 56 and, as I stood there this night listening to the chirping of 

the crickets and the forlorn call of a passing freight train, I wondered if Elvis had stood on 

the same spot and sung the song for one of the first times.....the Spinal Tap (brilliant spoof 

rock band film) visit Elvis’s grave moment also flicked into my head! 

'Outlaw State of Mind' – Chris Stapleton 

I went through the county of outlaw Jesse James and visited his hideout. Further down Route 

66 Bonnie and Clyde were once on the run and escaped a shootout with the cops, leaving behind 

the famous photos of them posing with guns in front of a 1930’s Ford V8 roadster. At Devil's 

Elbow I met a biker gang who looked like the cast of Sons of Anarchy (one even gave me a 

bearhug and laughed instead of ripping off my head when I accidently called him 'duck.' ‘Yeah 

born to be wild duck,' he joked). They all piled out of a bar, lined up down the middle of the 

road, revving up their Harley's and Indian motorbikes and roared off down Route 66. 

'I Put a Spell on You' – Screamin' Jay Hawkins 

A seemingly nice American couple took me to derelict old cabins in the woods, along a path 

skirted by poison ivy and snake territory. Then the guy took a photo of me and said 'for police 

records.' I suddenly thought of The Blair Witch Project. He was joking and even played me a 

Neil Young song on his guitar. In Texas I was the only car on the road of a forgotten bit of 

Route 66, until a beat-up pickup truck came out of nowhere and started tailgating me. Through 

the dirty windows all I could see was the menacing silhouette of a ten gallon hat wearing cow-

boy and a huge devil dog at his side. I started thinking of the films Duel and The Texas Chain-

saw Massacre. Then, finally, I was turning right and the car passed by on the left; a friendly 

old cowboy smiled and waved at me and at his side was a big dopey dog – tongue lolling out of 

its jaws – that looked like Scooby Doo. 

'I Aint Got No Home In This World Anymore' – Woody Gutherie 

Writer John Steinbeck called Route 66 the 'mother road' in his classic book The Grapes of 

Wrath. I was reading this along the way as I followed in the old tyre tracks of the Joad fam-

ily from Oklahoma on, imagining Woody Gutherie as a scarecrow at the side of the road singing 

Dust Bowl Ballads. In one town I stopped to talk to locals (sat in front of an old mid-west curi-

osity shop, with a massive rusting, UFO spotting telescope at their side and spittoon on the 

floor). They pointed out a court house at the end of the street that features in the film. Then 

one took me inside a locked up 1930's drugstore time-capsule, complete with a huge soda foun-

tain. 

'Cadillac Ranch' – Bruce Springsteen 

I sprayed Red Devil graffiti onto the famous Cadillac Ranch (the 20th century Stonehenge of 

Route 66, a line of classic old Cadillacs have been half-buried in a field). And at Albuquerque 

saw Darth Vader and Yoda fly over my head at the biggest balloon festival in the world. 

'Ring of Fire' - Johnny Cash and 'Spiritwalker’ - The Cult 

I was driving a lonely, winding stretch of old Route 66 up through rugged Wild West rocks, 

then stopped to take a few landscape photos. Until I was road-chased out of there by two an-

gry Native American Indians because I was in a territory where taking photos (soul stealing) 

wasn't allowed (and me wearing a t-shirt with the indie band name SAVAGES on it didn't go 

down too well either). Luckily I made it to the safety of the Big Texan Ranch House, full of 

beefy cowboys eating steaks up to 72oz! I went into Navajo land the following day and the In-

dians there were real friendly and allowed photos. 
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‘Ghost Highway' – Mazzy Star 

I visited several ghost towns and ghost gas stations, scattered with old abandoned cars and 

signs. In Texas an old cowboy told me that the sand-swept, beaten up stretch of Route 66 

there was known as 'Devils Blood Canyon' because there had been so many fatal accidents on 

the road and ghost hitchhikers try to thumb a lift home. 

'The Painted Desert' – 10,000 Maniacs 

Drove Route 66 through the Painted Desert, the Petrified Forest and took a looping sand road 

through Monument Valley. Very beautiful and dramatic places - as was the Grand Canyon, 

where I sat in a golden silence (save for the booming call of an Elk in the forest) at an isolated 

spot and watched golden sunbeams very slowly fill it with light at sunrise. 

'Little Fluffy Clouds' – The Orb 

I love this ambient track - sometimes I'd have it on my C90 cassette compilation and listen to 

it driving over the English Peak District to MaDchester back in the 90's. At other times 

'Little Fluffy Clouds' dreamily lifted me out of my council house bedroom, then I saw them 

perform it live at Glastonbury. But I never dreamt at those times that the day would come: 

there I was, on a Route 66 road trip in Arizona, seeing the skies go on forever, and full of lit-

tle fluffy clouds (as described in the track). Ecstasy, listening to the track in the real envi-

ronment, but it felt like a dream. 

'Born to Be Wild' – Steppenwolf 

There has been many a film set on Route 66, from The Grapes of Wrath, Two-Lane Blacktop, 

Thelma and Louise, Pixar's Cars (I met the real Flo, well the woman the producers based the 

character on), Hell or High Water. But the location highlight for me was crossing the same 

bridge over the Colorado River as Dennis Hopper and Peter Fonda, chopper motorbikes at full 

throttle, heading out on the highway at the start of Easy Rider. And here too is an older 

bridge that the Joad family crossed in The Grapes of Wrath. 

'California Dreamin' - The Mamas and Papas 

I started with severe sun burn and fever after visiting the mid-west deserts and was in a real 

bad way at times. I didn't think I was going to make it to the end of Route 66. So when I hung 

in there and saw the Hollywood sign, cruised down Sunset Boulevard, passed the iconic rock 

venues of Sunset Strip and finally reached the end of Route 66 at Santa Monica pier and ran/

staggered into the Pacific, it was one of the best feelings of my life. I explored Hollywood and 

Malibu the next day. There were mad and colourful characters everywhere - two guys I was 

talking to knew Rod Stewart and a man fishing on Malibu pier told me how he used to be the 

limo driver for Black Sabbath and ran illegal gambling schools for the Beverly Hills cops. 

‘Hometown’ – Haley Bonar 

There was one unexpected and none too great epilogue/ending to the story – Trump became 

President. So, I'll add a better one. My Route 66 playlist was eclectic from old blues, folk, 

country, classic road-trippin’ rock, my usual alternative choice of sounds, with many a new 

track and band from 2016 I'd first hear on BBC 6 Music; the stand-out was Haley Bonar's Im-

possible Dream album. Earlier this year she played the Bodega in Nottingham and met the 

crowd after, and I was able to tell her how hearing her music will always take me back to trav-

elling Route 66, which she found very sweet. Then recently BBC 6 Music asked me to do a half-

hour slot to talk about my Route 66 road-trip and played several songs from my playlist. 

Tony Hill  The book Route 66 Kicks is out now. My website. www.manutdbooks.com 
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JAYNE COOPER M.Inst.Ch.P 

CHIROPODIST 

SURGERY  

172 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, SELSTON 

TEL: 01773861805 

MOB: 07979810333 

CHRISTIE COOPER MCFHP 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH 

PRACTITIONER 

HOME VISITING SERVICE 

OFFERING WEEKEND AND EVENING 

APPOINTMENTS 

MOB: 07813460482 

15c Pye Hill Road Jacksdale NG16 5LA  

Open every Saturday 10till4or by appointment. 

We can also be found on Alfreton market 



12  

Virgin Busker 
 

Anxiously standing on pavement corner 

Fixing crook to body, copper on brass 

Lips pursed, diaphragm’s embouchure 

Blowing the reed, tuneful not crass. 

 

Curious glances, crowd gathering 

Jazz syncopation, rhythm moving well 

Chromatic scales progressive semitones 

Slurring quavers, jitters begin to quell 

 

Subtle pressure, bite-plate vibrating 

Blue symphony, creating bass 

Man and instrument seamless sync 

Coins thrown into saxophone case 

 

Accidentals precise, rod screw hinging 

'Stranger on the Shore,' 'Moon River' 

Adolphe Sax eat your heart out! 

Notes unleashed, emotions a quiver. 

 

Releasing pent up tension, 

Raising the pitch 

Racking up the score, 

Fire in belly, 

Confidence ablaze, 

Screaming out notes... 

 

'Wow!' someone shouted dropping a fiver 

Empty bag now shimmering, feeling proud 

Removing neck strap, music packed away, 

Melting into the bustling shopping crowd.  
 

Barry Harper 
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  SELSTON MUSIC 

 FESTIVAL   

(ALL DAY) 
                                                     

      SATURDAY 25TH NOVEMBER 

2017 FROM 8.45AM onwards 

                                                      

 In the Parish Hall, Mansfield 

Road, Selston 

                                                     

        

 Excellent refreshments on sale 

  

Come and hear the musicians and  

vocalists of the future 

  

Can you guess the winners? 
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 I’m Not Just a Name on the   

Village War Memorial – Episode 7 
(Richard Robinson on behalf of JACHs) 

As a follow-up to our articles appearing in previous issues, here is the next name from the list 

of the WW1 Fallen: 

 

Private 31427 17th Bn. Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby Regt) 
 

Died 3rd September 1916 (Age 28) 
 

Commemorated at: Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France 
Memorial Ref.: Pier and Face 10 C 10 D and 11 A 
   

Thomas was the son of Edgar & Jane Burton of New Westwood, 

Jacksdale, Notts. The 1901 Census lists the family as follows: Edgar 

(aged 45), Jane (42), Charles (17), Harry (16), Amelia (13), Thomas 

(11), and Ethel (8 months).  

The 1911 Census records Thomas worked at the Pye Hill Pipe Works 

as a sanitary pipe maker and the 1915 Electoral Roll lists his father 

as Edgar ‘Smith’ Burton of New Westwood. 

 

Photo: Westwood Lads. Tom 

Burton back row with striped 

scarf. His brother Charles front 

row far left. 

Courtesy Edgar Lowe 

 

Thomas enlisted in October 1915 

and was sent to France on 5th 

March 1916. 

Thomas was killed in action dur-

ing the attack at Beaumont 

Hamel, France on Sunday 3rd 

September 1916, aged 29. His elder brother Charles, also a Sherwood Forester, was dis-

charged from service in December 1918. Charles is listed on the Jacksdale Memorial as having  

BURTON, Thomas        

http://www.jacksdale.org.uk/war-memorial/first-world-war-served/first-world-war-fallen/private-thomas-burton/attachment/burtontom
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‘served’ but was also a casualty of the war, 

dying on 29th March 1921, aged 37, from the 

effects of gas poisoning. 

Tom Burton has no known grave and is com-

memorated on The Thiepval Memorial and his 

brother Charles Burton is buried in St 

Mary’s Church Cemetery which also com-

memorates Tom with the inscription “Duty 

Nobly Done”. 

Thomas was awarded the British War and 

Victory Medals. 
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AGAINST ALL ODDS  

A 1940’s Love Story 
 

Hopefully you will remember reading the article in the May edition of BADJER News about 

Betty Tansey who ran the Tansey School of Dance in Jacksdale. This is the story of Betty’s 

time in the WAAF during the second world war and her marriage to Josef Ruzicka of the 

Czechoslovakian Forces. 

 

Betty Tansey, daughter of Charles Edwin Tansey and Sarah Ann 

Wagstaff, was born in 1919 and grew up in Dixie Street, Jacks-

dale. She had TB as a child and spent some time in a sanatorium, 

so missed out on some schooling. She would have loved to go to 

grammar school, but there was not enough money. When WW2 

broke out she attested for the WAAF and got very high marks 

in an intelligence test and so was put on radar in an old tower on 

the coastal cliffs at Walton-on-the-Naze, tracking the depar-

ture and return of English planes and of course keeping a lookout 

for German ones. 

 

Whilst serving at the Naze, Betty met her husband-to-be Josef 

Ruzicka of the Czechoslovakian Forces.   

After the Munich Agreement, when it became obvious that the 

Nazis would take Czechoslovakia, Josef had escaped through Po-

land and met with other Czechs in Krakow, where they decided to form the Free Czech Army. 

From Poland, they took a boat to France. There, because France was not yet in the war, they 

had to join the Foreign Legion and went via Marseilles to Sidi-bel-Abbes in Algeria. When 

France joined the war, they returned to Northern France, but when the French army col-

lapsed, Josef boarded an English cargo ship to Plymouth. He was a soldier not an airman as 

were many Czechs in exile. He was posted in various places in Britain, including Kelso, Scotland 

and to Walton-on-the-Naze, where he met Betty. 

 

In October 1943 Betty and Josef were married at 

St. Mary’s Church, Westwood and in 1944 their first 

daughter Anezka was born. 

 

1944/1945 – Bertha (Betty) nee Tansey with hus-

band Josef Ruzicka and daughter Anezka. 

 

 

In 1944 Josef joined the Allied Forces for the invasion of the French coast and after the war 

ended returned to Czechoslovakia in May 1945 with the Czech Army and was awarded the 

Czech War Cross. He was welcomed back to his village as a hero with a band playing to greet 

him. Back in 1942 Josef’s father, Cyrill, had been imprisoned by the Nazis in Kaunitz College in 

Brno. There were recriminations after Reinhard Heydrich, the Nazi Governor of Czechoslova-

kia, was assassinated by Czech parachutists in Prague in May 1942. Cyrill was imprisoned  
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because he could not say where his eldest son Josef was, and the Nazis suspected that he had 

joined the Czech Army in exile. Cyrill was released by the Allied Forces, but his health had de-

teriorated to such an extent that he died just two weeks before Josef reached home.  

 

In August 1945 Betty and baby Anezka, joined Josef but returned to England in May 1946, 

because Betty was expecting her second child, Karen, who was born in November 1946. Josef 

realised that the Communists were taking over and they agreed that Karen should be born in 

England. He was refused employment as a customs official (his work before the war). He 

worked for the UN in Paris and Strasbourg supervising rail movement of surplus US supplies 

to Czechoslovakia. He was eventually re-employed with the Customs on the Austrian border, 

but was transferred to the Polish border in 1948, because of his anti-Communist views. He was 

refused his passport and resigned from the Customs the next day, 24th Dec 1948. He tried to 

escape to Germany (American zone), but was caught by the SNB (Czech police) and arrested 

and imprisoned in April 1949. On his release in June, he went to work on his sister's farm near 

the Austrian border under police control. He escaped over the border in Nov 1949 and regis-

tered as an International refugee in Vienna. He finally reached England in April 1950, by which 

time his daughters were aged 4 and 6 years old.  

 

Betty and Josef never had much chance to make a go of their marriage. When Betty was in 

Czechoslovakia, Josef was still in the army, so she had to live firstly with strangers in Bohe-

mia and eventually with a cousin in a village near the rest of the family in South Moravia. With 

a small child, no knowledge of the Czech language, water from a pump and food rationing, life 

can't have been easy for Betty. Some of her Czech in-laws were very kind to her and helped 

as much as they could.  After Betty returned to England, Josef didn't get to Jacksdale until 

April 1950, almost 4 years after they had last met in Czechoslovakia. They lived with Betty’s 

widowed mother Sarah, and Betty had to work whilst grandma looked after the girls. Josef, 

although very well educated, did not know enough English to get the sort of work he’d had at 

home. He had to do opencast mining or work on building sites. He took pride in his strength 

and the work he was doing. Number 38 Dixie Street had an outside toilet and no bathroom, so 

after work he had to use a tin bath in front of the fire. He was obviously very unhappy, having 

left his family and country with no hope of being able to return. Communication was almost im-

possible and post very unreliable. Josef found it hard to adapt to family life with two young 

daughters and a mother-in-law mostly in charge. Betty and Josef separated in 1951 and were 

divorced six years later.  

 

In 1969 Josef and his daughters Karen and Anezka went to Czechoslovakia. After the Russian 

invasion of 1968, when Dubcek's Prague Spring of Communism with a Human Face was brutally 

squashed, there was an amnesty in 1969 to try to persuade Czechs who had fled to return. 

The family wrote to Josef saying that they thought it would be safe to visit. They were met 

at the Czech Austrian border by at least thirty relatives and had a fortnight getting to know 

people whom they actually looked like and who had photos of them in their family albums. The 

family say it was an amazing visit, returning again in 1976 for another two weeks, but then it 

became impossible for Josef to get a visa. Josef died in 1982, so he never knew that his be-

loved country was freed at last in 1989 after the fall of communism. In Nov 1989, his daugh-

ter Karen was helped to contact her Czech family by people who ran a Czech Centre in Leeds,  
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Pye Hill & District Male Voice Choir Est 1903 
 

Why not come and join the PH&DMVC and start a new activity. It could not be easier. 

It’s fun, inexpensive and you will make new friends and put a smile on your face. 

Whether you are an experienced or a non-experienced singer of any age, you will be 

made equally welcome and given every assistance. The choir presently has 24 choristers 

and are continually seeking new members. 

 

The choir practice at the Dale Club, Jacksdale, NG16 5HR, every Monday evening at 

7.30 p.m., other than Bank Holiday weeks. Music, practice CD’s, Musical Directors, Ac-

companists, and uniform are all provided for a modest price of less than £2.00 per 

week. 

 

There’s no better feeling than the special enjoyment gained from singing in close choral 

harmony. You have nothing to lose, but a great deal to gain by coming along on a Monday 

evening and giving it a go!   

If you require any further information on joining the choir, concert bookings and ar-

rangements, please ring Malcolm Hill on 07706036946 or 01773 602743, or visit the 

choirs web site at www.pyehillmvc.co.uk 

so she moved there, taking the opportunity of teaching music and English conversation for a 

year, 1992 to 1993 at a Gymnasium (Grammar School) in Brno. She lived in a flat in Brno which 

was only 5 minutes’ walk from Kounicova Koleje, where her grandfather Cyrill had been impris-

oned. It had served as a transit camp and there are still gallows there, where executions took 

place. During that year in Brno, she met 76 close relatives. Josef had been one of a large fam-

ily! She now visits them every year and has learned Czech. She was instrumental in arranging 

exchanges between Brno Filharmonic Chorus (with whom she sang whilst living there) and both 

Sheffield Philharmonic and Leeds Philharmonic choruses. She also got involved with Kocianka, a 

huge school and campus for about 420 physically disabled pupils and was very interested to 

see what differences existed between this school and the special school where she had taught 

for twenty years in Leeds. At Kocianka she taught some English voluntarily and introduced 

them to the English style of wheelchair 

dancing. She also helped with exchanges of 

disabled pupils between John Jamieson 

School, Leeds, and a new family school for 

older disabled pupils in Brno. 

 

Betty outside the Naze Tower on the 

cliffs at Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex in 

Aug 1995 which she visited more than 

fifty years after her WAAF service 

there during WW2 when the area was 

requisitioned as a look-out location. 

http://www.pyehillmvc.co.uk/
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Jacksdale Social Club 

Open 12 midday, every day! 

Jackie & Shaun 01773 603342  

Sky TV 

Racing UK 

Pool Room 

Snug Room 

Lovely Outdoor 

Area - Under 

Cover 

Mon-Thurs  

Pub Teams  

(new team players 

always needed).  

5&3’s  

Skittles 

Darts & Dominoes 

Pool 
 

Weekends 

 Karaoke, Music, Live 

Bands 
 

Sundays  

Meat & Beer Draws 

(meats supplied by 

Jacksdale Butchers) 

Jacksdale FC. Home 

Matches @ Ironville 

Rec. 2pm KO. Fixtures 

on Alfreton District 

Sunday League. 
 

Please add Jack`s Bar on 

Facebook for our week to 

week events  

Live Entertainment 
November  

4th The Spitfires - 5 piece band that covers music from 

the likes of King of Leon, Muse, Greenday, Oasis, 

Foofighters 

      11th Titanium - a Nottingham based covers band, 

performing big hits and forgotten gems of the 90’s to 

present 

 18th Poor Man’s Ride - 3 piece rock band playing cover 

songs from 60’s onwards 

 25th Mispent Youth - playing classic punk such as Sex 

Pistols, Clash, and Undertones, T Rex, to modern songs of 

the Killers, Stereophonics 

 

December 
 2nd Headshrinka - Derbyshire 5 piece rock covers 

band with influences from Queen, Rush, Stone Roses, Bowie, 

Led Zeppelin 

      9th Dfacto - Modern pop and rock covers 

 16th Black Pearl - an addictive male duo playing hits 

you don’t forget 

      17th Christmas Meat Draw 5pm 

 20th Christmas Cheer Draw 8.30pm 

      22nd Billy Rocca - Returns to take us through the eras 

 23rd The Early birds - 5 piece band covering 50’s 60’s 

and more 

 24th DJ Dolan - playing the tunes from 9pm till 

midnight, mince pies etc.  

 26th DJ music and Karaoke from 9pm 

 30th Acoustica - 4 piece band who take your favourite 

songs from the last 50 years and rearranges them with a 

twist, they perform entirely acoustically, with nothing but 

acoustic instruments 

 31st Ticket only 7.30 till late with DJ Dolan 
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Charity Really Does Begin at Home! 
After 16 years away from the village, we recently moved back and immediately felt like we 

had returned home.  One of the striking things that I always loved about this village is that 

we look after our own and when something needs doing, we roll up our sleeves and ‘sort it’. 

Our village breakfast club needs some funds and I have been approached by the organisers 

to see if I would like to help to raise them £1,000.  As an organisation that recognises 

healthy eating as a priority, Slimming World agreed almost immediately to donate £500.   In 

order to raise the remainder, we have planned a Santa Walk in December but, as we think we 

may exceed it, we have now opened it up to include community projects around Ironville, es-

pecially those around the reservoir. 
  

So, before you agree to roll up those sleeves again, let me tell you a little more about the 

Breakfast Club and what any extra money we raise will be spent on. 
  

Each term time morning 25 – 30 children at our village school come for a healthy nutritious 

breakfast as a great start to their ‘learning’ day. 
  

It’s long been said that breakfast is the best meal of the day and for our school-aged chil-

dren it enhances brain activity, increases energy levels so they are more able to learn and 

absorb information and it increases attendance levels. 

The club was started 14 years ago by local police officers who were concerned about the 

number of children in the village living in extreme poverty.  Of course, we cannot highlight 

individual families here as it wouldn’t be fair but let me give you a few national figures that 

may surprise you; 

 There are over 3 million children in the UK living in ‘extreme’ poverty. 

 Over 30,000 teachers were surveyed in 2015 and over 90% of them said that they regu-

larly bring in food for the children as they know some are coming to school hungry. 

Breakfast Clubs are now run in 85% of UK schools.  The growth over the past 5 years is 

testament to the benefits they bring to our children in both physical and academic de-

velopment. 

As we think we may exceed the target needed for the Breakfast Club, any extra money 

raised will be donated to the Ironville and Codnor Park Reservoir team who are busy raising 

funds for the ‘bridge’ project, caring for our pathways along the canal and for wildlife con-

servation in the area.  It’s been so lovely to see so much activity in the village, especially 

around the reservoir and the pathways and, as is always the case, these activities cost 

money.  The value that we get from any work around the village is in the hours of service our 

village volunteers give toward making all of our lives a little better. 
  

All it takes is a little effort by lots of people to affect change.  There is no minimum spon-

sorship required, its free to register and there will also be Santa costumes for sale at re-

duced rate – I ‘Ho Ho Hope’ that everyone will decide to get dressed up and come along and 

have some fun. 
  

Marie Brown, local resident. 
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JACKSDALE AND WESTWOOD 

 PENSIONERS 

At this time of year we remember members past and 

present and take the opportunity to wish everyone a 

merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

We have some exciting trips coming up in 2018 

and we hope to see new members. 

We will be publishing a new activity list in the 

next issue of Badjer. If you are looking for 

something to do, stop being alone and come and 

join the club. 

Bye for now. 

Best wishes too all. 

CHAIRMAN LIZ MAYS:- TELEPHONE  (01773)

780326 ADDRESS:-107 PLAINSPOT ROAD, 

BRINSLEY.NOTTS,NG165BQ 

Are You Crafty? 

Do you knit, sew, paint, do cross stitch etc. Why not 

come along to one of the craft groups in the village. 

Crafty Badgers on a Tuesday evening in the lounge 

of the Dale Club. 6.30.till 9. You can come anytime 

just for an hour or for full session. It's free of 

charge we buy a drink so alcohol can be consumed or 

you can buy tea or coffee. If you wish to learn a new 

craft someone will help you. 

Wednesday Craft Group. Wednesday mornings in 

the Community Centre from 10 till 12. It costs £1.50 

you get tea coffee and biscuits in with the price. 

Nimble Fingers is once a month on the 4th Saturday 

in the Community Centre from 10 till 1. It's £2 again 

come and go as you please. Tea and coffee and cakes 

in with the price as much as you want. Plenty of peo-

ple doing different crafts at all 3 of these group to 

help if you need it.  

Why not pop along to any of them and see us you will 

be made very welcome. 

Kick Boxing 

S  and S K.B.A has now been up and run-

ning for over a year seeing talented 

students up and coming. We now have 

12 members and new comers classes run 

on Tuesdays 6pm to 7..30pm at the 

Crossings club in Ironville for kids only 

from age 5 years to 14 years old. Then 

at the Dale Club (Jacksdale Miners 

Welfare).6 pm to 7.30 pm on Thurs-

days. Kids and adults. 

Members recently graded achieving 

their 1st white belt,showing masses of 

effort and great techniques.Also an 

adult student Philip Wilbraham 

achieved his 1st degree black belt. 

 Well done all. 

On 25th November 2017 at 7pm at The 

Dale Club I myself Shane instructor of 

S and S KBA will be fighting all the 

young students giving them the oppor-

tunity to show off their skills. On the 

night there will be a raffle, Sticky 13, 

Food, Party Games and a disco. Tickets 

are now available from Michelle Holmes 

Administrator of S and S KBA and my-

self. Proceeds from the raffle, 

Sticky13  and fighters entry fee will be 

donated to the Sepsis Awareness after 

losing a close friend of ours and many 

others. R.I.P Rob McLean. 

Thanks for your continued support. 

Shane and Shell. S and S K.B.A. 
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The Pye Hill & District Male Voice Choir 

Forthcoming Concerts & Social Events 
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The team at Badjer 

News would like to 

take this opportu-

nity to wish you all a 

very Merry Christ-

mas and a Happy and 

Healthy New Year. 
 

Thank you for another year of 

your support and don’t forget that we want to share your news in  the 

New Year so send in your articles and photos to 

 badjered@hotmail.co.uk 
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Do you have an event taking place 

during February, March, April or 

May? We can include it in Badjer 

news.       

Simply email badjered@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Would you like to sponsor 
Badjer News?  

Please contact us at: 

badjeradverts@hotmail.co.uk 

For more details 

Disclaimer: 

The Badjer News Team has not 

vetted the businesses listed in this 

Newsletter. Customers should make 

their own enquiries in order to 

assess suitability and competence.  

 

Email: 

 

badjeradverts@ 

hotmail.co.uk 

BADJER NEWS -  ADVERTISING RATES  

    

Advert Size One Discounted Rate  Monthly 

  Issue Four Issues Cost 

  £ £ £ 

Business Card 12.00 42.00 3.50 

Quarter Page 18.00 60.00 5.00 

Half Page 36.00 120.00 10.00 

    

Ask about our SPECIAL RATES FOR SPONSORS  

MR AND MRS SMETHURST 

RIVERSIDE DESIGN INTERIORS 
21 PYE HILL ROAD 

JACKSDALE 

Badjer Would like to thank our 

sponsors for their continued 

support. 

Knightsbridge Garage 

Do you use the services of the 

people who advertise in Badjer 

News? 

Please let them know where you saw 

the advert so that they know that 

they are getting a response from 

advertising with us. Without them we 

could not keep going from strength to 

strength and we would not be able to 

keep you up to date with village news. 

County councillor contact details : 

David Martin on 07976764439. 

District councillor  - Christian Chapman on 

07948383361 or cllr.c.chapman@ashfield-

dc.gov.uk 


