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Dorrienne’s Page
Hello everyone, I’m pleased to see that Jacksdale’s post office has re-opened in the Mace
store, let’s hope this time it is a success.
Coral Bookies has now closed and we’re not sure why.
Jacksdale Library is on the move - rather than losing it completely it will be re-situated into
the Oakes Suite at Jacksdale Welfare hopefully by September.
I’m sure it has been noticed that there has been a lack of flowers in the village. Badjer is
struggling to find the money to replant twice a year as the only income we have is from advertisers in Badjer News which is needed to cover the costs of printing the newsletter.
We are asking if anyone (business or individual) would like to sponsor a planter. This could be
either by providing money to buy plants, growing seeds for the planters, or by taking on the
whole responsibility for the planter. Thanks go
to Gill Burns-Smith and Janet Doherty for
brightening up the centre of the village by replanting the flower tubs.
If you are interested in sponsoring a planter
please phone me on 01773 779492.
Don’t forget to protect your village amenities use them or lose them!

Family run
business with
14 years of
experience

We love
Referrals
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Jacksdale Social
Club
By John Brentnall
Get yourself down to the
Social Club,
It’s always great beer
and decent grub,
The people are friendly
and the place is clean,
I tell you no lie because I
have been.
They have a new patio
with a wonderful view,
So come on folks it’s up
to you,
And if the council see
sense and let it be,
We will have a big party
with beer for free.
Don’t worry about the
landlord he’s not that
frightening,
But at the back of the
bar he’s just like lightening;
The landlady is lovely
Jackie is her name;

S&S Kickboxing Academy
Classes Now open
Tuesdays 6.00 - 7.30pm @ The Crossings Club, Codnor Park
Kids only ages 5 - 15 years
Thursdays 6.00 - 7.30pm @ The Dale Club, Jacksdale
Adults and kids ages 5 years upwards
Run by 3rd Degree Black Belt
Instructor:- Shane Holmes W.B.O.B.
Administrated by Michelle Holmes
Whether it be for weight loss, fitness, confidence building or to
become a member and gain your belts.
Affiliated with W.U.M.A. (World United Martial Arts Federation)
Thanks for your support, Shane and Michelle

She makes sure every
Jacksdale Miners’ Welfare Table Tennis Club
pint you get is always the
Are already preparing for the 2017/18 season with practices for
same.
juniors and seniors on Tuesday Evening 6.30 - 10pm.
So glad yourselves up and The club will be entering teams in Derby, Mansfield and Nottingham Leagues when the season starts in the autumn.
get your selves down;
To the liveliest music you It is hoped that several of the clubs promising juniors will be making their first appearances in the league in the new season followwill hear in town;
ing Zak Melrose, Billy Melrose, Hari Rampil and Jonathon Heath
You won’t be disappointed
who play regularly for the club’s teams.
I guarantee
New members are always welcome to join - any age between 8 and
You’ll keep coming back
80 years old.
for a beer or three.
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News From Westwood School
Westwood Infant and Nursery School have had another successful year with children thoroughly enjoying learning and developing new skills through stimulating classroom provision,
school trips and visits to surrounding local areas.
To develop our outdoor provision we have added a new all-purpose canopy to enable year round
outdoor learning for our Foundation unit. This has been utilised on a daily basis to promote
free flow learning for our nursery and reception children. This has contributed positively to
children’s exploration skills, positive behaviour and knowledge of the outdoor environment.
This year we have introduced exciting weekly clubs for the children to take part in after
school. This has been enjoyed by all children and we will continue to run various clubs each
week during the next academic year. So far we have introduced craft club, outdoor fun club
and also termly movie nights. Ideas on further clubs are welcomed by parents/carers and children of Westwood Infant and Nursery School.
We have also been running our Stay and Play sessions for children under 3 in the surrounding
areas; these have been appreciated by parents and have provided fun learning opportunities
for the younger children. We are looking into continuing sessions for children under the age of
3years old during the next academic year so please look out for these dates to come along. All
children and parents are welcomed.
Sadly our Year 2 children are moving on to a variety of different schools and we would like to
wish them every success with their continued education. We would like to thank parents for
choosing our school to begin their children’s education, it has been a pleasure to have them as
part of Westwood Infant and Nursery School
and we look forward to seeing them again in the
future.
If you would like to arrange a visit to our
school, or would like to request a brochure to
see if the school is what you are looking for
please get in touch, we would be more than
happy to show you around our fantastic school.
Miss Lizzy Woodcock (Senior Teacher)
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Evie's Story (My Story)
I'm about two years old now and very happy. However, this has not always been so. When I
was just a puppy (about six months old), I sustained terrible injuries, to this day I have the
scars to prove it, oh I am also minus one of my front legs. The reason for this is that I was
stolen by some humans, nasty ones they were, and used as a bait dog for the illegal sport of
dog fighting. It is a horrible sport, and a dreadful experience for any dog. When I was of no
use to my ‘owners’ I was cast aside and left for dead in a ditch at the side of the road. I remember it being dark and damp. I was so cold and the pain was so bad, and my long term
memory brings back flashes from those days.
I don't remember much after that. However, I was put with a human family who fostered
dogs like me until a new home can be found. they were nice and kind, and were there for me
through all of my numerous operations. They loved and cared for me until I was well enough
to be put up for adoption. They had two dogs of their own, Rottweilers. Scary dogs but
friendly, and they played with me. I began to trust other dogs and to my surprise, humans as
well. It was then I noted I had three legs instead of four. Still, it didn’t seem to affect my
running ability, I can run faster than some four legged ones.
After a while, a man and his daughter came to visit me, along with their dog. I learnt the
man’s name was Barry and his daughter’s name, Jade. They both fell in love with me straight
away. I found myself in the back of Barry's car, which I didn’t like very much because it reminded me of the enclosed space of the motorised vehicle that dumped me in the ditch. But
I soon learned that most humans can be very kind, after he had given my foster parents lots
of paper; I think it’s called money. (If it were given to me, I would chew it and tear it up.)
In due course we arrived at my new home with Barry and Jade, I found out their boisterous
boxer was named Rufus. Rufus's nickname is Ruffy or Dufus. I could see he was well loved,
and I had visions about me being kept like that.
After an hour or so, more people walked through the door,
Barry called the young girl Jasmine, I have since learnt Jasmine is Barry's eldest daughter the other people were
Barry's mum and dad. I was told that these were called
granddad and grandma, or nan as she liked to be known.
I felt shy and nervous and wondered what was to become of
me, but I had no need to worry. On the Sunday, I went out
with Barry, Jasmine, Jade and Rufus for lunch at Barry's mum and dad, who made a real fuss
of me. I found yet another friend, Max a little Yorkshire Terrier. Over the last few weeks
I have found that we go round to Nan and Granddad (oh, I hope they don't mind me calling
them Nan and Granddad), for dinner on Sundays, and I play with Rufus and Max we have
great fun. Max looks a little unsure of Rufus and me (well I am nearly as big as Rufus) and
he is only little, but we would not hurt him.
I now feel sure my life is all set out for me as I have a lovely dad and two aunties (or should
I call them both mums) a brother, cousin and a Nan and Granddad. I am well fed, I even get
treats and Rufus gets treats as well. I do laugh; on a Sunday dinner time when dad gives
the three of us some Sunday roast meat, Granddad shouts 'what you doing that's best beef
it cost a fortune' Dad always says they are all part of the family and deserve to have what
we have.
I have a real family now, and I know they love me. And this is only a start of my writings.
Keep a look-out for more. By Evie Holt Written by Joan Holt (my Nan) Friend of the Jacksdale Jotters. 14.08. 2015
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Joyce Haddon’s - Land Army Days
Many of you will remember Ken Haddon who lived on Main Road, Jacksdale and his wife Joyce who
worked as a dinner lady at Jacksdale School in the 1960s and 1970s. The following account has
kindly been sent to us by their daughter Sally Coles (nee Haddon) about Joyce’s days in the Women’s
Land Army during WW2.

“Mum served in the Women’s Land Army for four years from March 1942 to March 1946, so
from age 18 through to 22. Her family lived
in Sidcup, Kent, and her older brothers had
both joined the army, so Mum said she
wanted to do her "bit" too. After leaving
school she had been doing office work for
Boots (the chemists) up in London, which
was where my Grandad also worked in the
labs, so the farm work was a real culture
shock. Wearing jodhpurs and boots or dungarees and greatcoats out in the fields, as
opposed to skirts and dresses in an office
must have been quite a change”. Joyce
Haddon (nee Camp) front left with fellow Land Army Girls
“Her WLA service was all in the countryside in Kent, where she was billeted at a hostel, I
think called 'The Knowle'. I've tried to find out where this was, but am not sure - possibly
Sevenoaks. During her 4 years' service, she was employed in various kinds of agricultural
work, planting and harvesting cereal crops and vegetables, looking after livestock, driving
tractors, muck-spreading, and vehicle maintenance too - she always said she could still perform a routine service on a tractor! Quite a lot of her time was spent on the land at the
Brands Hatch racing circuit, which was all used for cultivation during the war years”. Left:
Joyce seated on tractor in centre. Below: Husband Ken
Haddon.
“The life was pretty hard, especially in the winter months, but
the Land Army girls also enjoyed some social life. The various
Kent hostels organised dances and
parties and the local groups met together for quiz nights and other leisure activities. It was at one of these
social nights - a dance in a Kent village
hall, where she and my Dad, Ken, met
on a blind date, in the months postwar. He was back from wartime service in Egypt and awaiting demob in
army barracks, and my Mum was still working on the land (I believe
the WLA girls carried on working until the organisation was disbanded in about 1950).”
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“It was the first opportunity my Mum
had of independence away from her
family, and although she was often tired
and homesick, she always said how much
she valued her years in the WLA. The
great bond of friendship with other
Land Girls was never broken, and she
kept in touch with several of them into
old age. It certainly must have helped
her become confident and selfsufficient too, and that would have been
enormously helpful when she married in
1947 and moved away from her family up
to Jacksdale. I'm sure her WLA service
was also a reason for her becoming a
British Legion stalwart - her support for
the RBL lasted until she died.”
“We made a visit to the National Arboretum recently, to see the newlyunveiled memorial to the Land Army
girls. It's a pity it took so long for them
to get the recognition they deserved for
all the valuable work done during times
of war. I think my Mum would have been very proud that it's there amongst all the more famous military and civilian organisations.”

Far left: Joyce in
full uniform with a
Women’s Land Army
pal.

Left: Joyce in
1971 a much loved
and wellremembered dinner
lady at Jacksdale
School.
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Jacksdale welcome back kids football
On a blazing hot Saturday 17th June, the village of Jacksdale welcomed children’s football back to the village. In
what turned out to be a hugely successful fun day; local
people along with players from days gone by came together to support and raise money for the newly formed
under 12’s football team.
Jacksdale has always been renowned for producing good football teams but in recent years the village hasn’t had a children’s team to support at any level. At
times it felt like the entire village had turned out to support the event that included a football tournament made up of previous Jacksdale players who had
once pulled on the shirt, children’s games, tombola’s, raffles and a race night
later in the evening.
Paul Gutteridge who’s a former Jacksdale player himself and the head coach of
the newly formed under 12’s football team said “It’s been my dream to bring
children’s football back to village and today is just the start of what I hope will
see children’s football played once again in the village for many years to come.
We certainly hope the village will get behind the lads and all are welcome to our
home games that will be played here at the Welfare on Saturday mornings”.
Paul also spoke about the hard work and effort that’s it taken to form the team
that will play in the Young Elizabethan League which is renowned for its high
standard of football. Paul reserved special praise for the support he’s had from
people and businesses in Jacksdale along with many of the parents whose children will play in the team “It’s been a real team effort to get this project up and
running and I can’t thank those people enough who helped me get to this point
for their hard work and support. Special mention also needs to made to Beard
Engineering and Highway fencing, two local businesses who are the main sponsors
of the team helping us to buy home and away strips and training kit for the boys;
also we must not forget Jacksdale Miners Welfare for all their support not
just for today but also throughout the
season with the football pitch and facilities”.
We’d like to thank - Pauline’s Pantry, Helen
Brewster, H. Hair and Beauty, Jacksdale Garden Centre, Salou Hair and Beauty, Grade 1 Barbers, Paul Shipley’s Butchers and Jacksdale Socila Club.
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In the Beginning – The Pye Hill & District Male Voice Choir
By Malcolm Hill

Can you imagine working down a coal mine, as a young man and even for that matter an
older man? At the turn of 1900 that was the destiny for the majority of young men in
the area from the age of thirteen, hacking coal, often stooped in the most cramped
wet, dirty and dusty conditions and the only way to see the coal was from a dimly lit
lantern you carried everywhere which sometimes went out!
If your destiny was not to work down the pit your toil was likely to have been equally
arduous, working in the local iron foundry with red hot conditions; heavy work that
made your back ache and frequently burnt from flying red hot embers and blindings
were not uncommon.
Adult males who worked down the Pye Hill Colliery were paid 30s 4d (£1.52) for a five
and half day week. Boys received a pittance of two shillings (10 pence) per day. Of
course, most of this was handed over to buy food, pay the rent and often bring up
large families in cramped housing conditions, with no bathroom and usually the toilet
was at the bottom of the garden.
Not everything was grim. Such conditions brought about deep lifelong friendships and
comradeship, family bonds and genuine real appreciation of the good things in life,
which were usually free. Most recreation centred around church activities on a Sunday,
including singing, but with the few coppers left men indulged in smoking and drinking in
the local pubs. Entertainment was usually home-made singing around the upright piano
that most pubs had and in some cases singing around the piano, usually in the parlour at
home.
It is here that in many ways the story of the Pye Hill & District Male Voice Choir began in 1903, through the vision of Joe Bonsall, the founder of the choir and its Musical
Director for its first 50 glorious years. This set down the foundations of what is now
considered the oldest continuing male voice choir in the country.
From the former Jacksdale Choral Society of mixed voices, four male singers formed
the Pye Hill and District Male Voice Choir under the musical direction of Joe Bonsall.
Joe had a vision to create a large male voice choir, with balanced voices of top tenor,
second tenor, baritone and bass and harmony and to take male voice singing to a different level.
The choir initially practised in the Pye Hill
Providence Chapel (demolished in 1950) and
by 1904 had attracted twenty-two members
and started a journey that was to continue
until this day and beyond.
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Jacksdale Picture Palace Remembered
The Jacksdale Picture Palace was built in 1912 and was situated on the junction of Main Road and Selston Road. It
stopped showing films in the early 1960s and later became a
night club, known as ‘The Grey Topper’ until it was damaged by fire
in 1984. In the late 1980s it was re-vamped as ‘Woodys’ Night
club, and its last commercial use was as a Lighting Outlet. It was
demolished in 2006 and the new Co-Op Supermarket now occupies
the site. In its heyday, the Picture Palace was one of the main
sources of recreation so no wonder so many villagers have fond memories of their outings to The Palace.
“We used to go to the penny rush on Saturdays and also in the week. If my dad was on afternoons, we
had to go to the pictures. I remember ‘Old Mother Riley’ and things like that, a good laugh then.”
Dorothy Barker
“I went when they were silent. It was tuppence for the matinee and you could carry someone in on your
back so they went in for free. I nearly broke my back carrying one of my cousins in! The talkies were
installed over the weekend and they weren’t a perfect job, in the early days they didn’t always synchronise. I can remember the serials more than the films. There’d be the ‘A’ film and the ‘B’ film and in
between a fifteen-minute serial. The Tarzan serial before Johnny Weissmuller was silent. During the
silent films, they played piano and it was going all the while. There was a silent film called the Green
Archer and instead of being black and white it was all green”. Bob Parkin
“My father played piano at Jacksdale Picture Palace – he was born blind. I used to go with him and sit
at the side of him and I’d look up at the picture all the while. Picture houses weren’t quiet there’d be a
lot of stamping of feet. Dad smoked a pipe. There was so much smoke it was a wonder they could see
the screen! I did this till I was about 15.” Dorothy Henshaw
“The big game was cowboys and indians. At Jacksdale Picture Palace which the Daykins ran, you got a
Roy Rodgers film at the tuppeny rush on a Saturday afternoon. I had a cap gun. Mrs Daykin had a chair
leg and she used to thump the back boards if anyone were noisy! They used to hit you with the torch at
Somercotes! “Murray Bingley
“I loved the matinee rush, the serial and westerns. My favourites stars were Tex Ritter, Roy Rogers
and the dog, Rin Tin Tin”. Edward Caddick
“I had a pal named Sybil who lived on Selston Road, Jacksdale whose father was a manager at the pipe
yard and her mother used to pay for me to go to the Jacksdale Picture
Palace with Sybil. We had to go in the balcony, which makes me laugh
now as it was only up one or two steps.” Vera Fido.
“At first it was just black and whites. They had a piano. It was a big
thing when the talkies came. My mum and dad used to go every Saturday and we had to go to grandma’s. When war was coming my husband
trained as an electrician at Oakes. He was obsessed by cinema photography. Every day when he finished his shift at Oakes’ he’d go down to the Picture Palace and work under Bill Parr. He used to whistle me from out of the circular window at the cinema when I was walking
home from work at Barber Walker’s”. Jean Graham. Jacksdale
“We used to go blackberrying. After school, I’d go up Underwood Hill with a jam jar and fill it full and
take the blackberries up to grandma near the ‘Brick and Tile’ and she’d give me a penny or two pence
for the penny rush at the pictures at Jacksdale. I used to run all the way back from Underwood to go
to the rush.” Roy Graney
I remember chopping sticks to get the money to go to the Picture Palace!” Cliff Beard
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“I was a cinema addict I went twice a week and couldn’t wait for the sign for the next film. They put a
billboard for the Alfreton Odeon outside the Selston post office. Programmes changed half way
through the week. You got a little film, a big film, a cartoon and the ‘Pathe News’ so you got your
money’s worth. Then it was either an ‘A’ film or a ‘U’ film. If it was an ‘A’ we weren’t old enough to go in
so we’d stand outside the Odeon waiting for someone old enough to
get us in and give them our money. We also went to The Jacksdale
Picture Palace, The Premium and Empire at Alfreton. Saturday morning at the Odeon. Westerns and Western music, cowboys and indians
which we always played, as we played out a lot as children.” Barbara
Faulconbridge.
Holroyd’s next to the Picture Palace sold ice creams. Bill & Joe
Beeby’s hairdressers used to be there, in a wooden hut. Across the
road was Howard’s, then Earnshaw’s where we took our batteries,
accumulators full of acid down to have them charged for the radio.
There was a butchers and Major’s grocery shop.” Mavis Cade.
“My father took me on a Saturday night to see ‘National Velvet’ with Elizabeth Taylor. Some of the
films were old, Old Mother Riley, George Formby or those girls tied to railway tracks! Before that
they used to have variety acts there and some of the actresses or dancers and singers took lodgings at
my maternal grandmother’s house. One of them gave mother a pair of
ballet shoes with beads on them which she kept for years and years.
The variety acts filled in between films.” Janet Horsley.
“Penny do on a Monday and on Saturday it was two pence. They
changed the programme two or three times a week.” Ivy Hunt
“I couldn’t go until I was at work and could afford to pay for myself.”
Ethel Hutsby
“I went to Jacksdale to the ‘Penny Rush’ but it was a bit more than a penny when I went, more like
threepence. They had a big picture and a small picture or serial. Batman and Robin, Hop Along Cassidy.
We also went to the Regal and Riddings when it opened again and to the Hippodrome at Ripley.” Paul
Dexter
“I loved the pictures, it took you out of yourself. I loved cowboys. We’d come out slapping our thighs
and galloping up the road, firing non-existent guns. Lots of kids had cap guns, it wouldn’t be allowed
now, someone would be phoning the police!” Norman Dudley
“I went three times a week and afterwards we were in cloud cuckoo land. We always said we’d go to
Hawaii when we grew up.” Marlene Huskinson
“We’d go to the Picture Palace on a Saturday afternoon and afterwards we’d go to Vardy’s chip shop
for a pennorth of chips and some free fish bits. Everyone saved their newspapers and took them in for
wrapping up. It was a square of greaseproof paper and then it was newspaper.” Jean Briggs & Susan
Upchurch
“I went to Jacksdale Picture Palace to see the very last film shown there. It was called ‘The Day They
Gave Babies Away’. It was in colour and was the last showing. There was a winding staircase up to the
projection room and a young lad worked up there. All the girls wanted to go out with him so the girls
used to hang around at the bottom of the stairs.” Betty Dixon

Photographs Courtesy Doug Daykin and the Jenner Family
Extracts from Sound Recordings – Interviews by Brian Bland
Article Compiled by Carol Taylor-Cockayne
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Betty and Elizabeth
We set off on our trip to Buckingham Palace on
Thursday 15th June. We caught the 6:30 train from
Nottingham this was the start of our celebrations,
I took a picnic to have on the train also a bottle of
wine .We all had the same idea my 2 daughters
brought a bottle each, we managed to drink 1 and a
half bottles and had the other half in our room with
the bottle of champagne also. Our hotel was the
Park Plaza Riverbank overlooking the River Thames
can really recommended it, very special.
The next morning we had to be ready for 9am when
the Chauffeur driven car I had booked picked us up.We got to Buckingham Palace at 9-40 (it
took this long because of traffic) the police then checked all round the car before we could
pass through the gates.The Chauffeur drove up to the entrance (where the Queen gets out) a
footman appeared he asked who was getting the honour I said I was, as my husband had a
stick for balance he asked if he'd like to go in the lift and then said to me I'll look after him
for you.
Lesley went with her dad, Linda and I went to join the big queue, he said no just go straight in
we went up the stairs to the Marble Gallery to meet them. We then went to the cloakroom to
leave the bags and cameras ( you are not allowed to take them in).
Next he told Linda and I to go up the main staircase where it splits in two she was to go left
and I right, the others went on the lift to the ballroom where the ceremony was to take place
and to meet with Linda.
I went to another room where all the recipients were to wait, there were 96 of us altogether.
There was water and apple juice to drink, everyone was very friendly and we chatted about
what we had got the honour for.
All the staff at Buckingham Palace as they met you congratulated you and said enjoy the day
and that you were looking very nice. We were told the Queen and Prince William had gone to
the Towers to meet survivors and it would be Prince Charles who had travelled back from
Scotland that morning but he was stuck in traffic and could be delayed however he just made
it in time.
We were given instruction on procedure and how to address Prince Charles .
It was now time to begin, they take you in groups of ten, go down several corridors across the
back of the ballroom to come into it from the right. In the room are your relatives ,at the
sides raised up are more people and at the back on the balcony the band were playing.
Finally you come to the front a lady stands there and just reminds you what to do, next she
tells you to go to stand with the equerry who chats to you. At this point you can see everyone
in the room, Prince Charles stands on a raised dais with the beefeaters round him in front of
16

the throne. When the person in front of you has got their honour it is your time, they announce your name as Betty Mrs Dixon when they say your surname that is your cue to move
forward . They then say what you have got the honour for in my case it was Services to Education.
You walk forward turn and curtesy and then walk towards Prince Charles he shakes your
hand pins the MBE on you and says congratulations and you reply thank you your Royal Highness, he then said “I understand that you have been a GOV for 42 yrs”. I replied “Yes, sir”.
(That's how you then address him).
He then asked “Is that just one school?” I said “No, 2 schools, sir”. He then asked “How do
you manage them?” I said “By putting them in compartments: Jacksdale one day and Selston
High the next day.” “Have you got good Headteachers?” he asked. I replied “Yes, sir”. “I bet
you've seen several heads in your time.” “18 across the 2 schools, sir” I replied.
“Congratulations!” and he puts his hand out to shake yours and that is the cue for you to go.
You then walk backwards and curtesy and turn right at the next equerry. Leave the ballroom
go into the next room where they give you your programme and put your MBE into a case . You
then go down a corridor into the back of the ballroom where you sit and watch the rest of
the people get their honours.
At the end they play the National Anthem then the Prince leaves it is now 12-15 ,time to
go.The footman reappeared to take my husband and Daughter on the lift and Linda and I made
our way outside to wait for them, he asked was I having any photos taken ? The queue was
very long and I said I was but Les couldn't
stand all that time , he said wait here.
When he came back he said follow me ,took us
to the front of the queue through the rope barrier and to the man in charge of the photographers so we didn't have to wait long for him to
assign one to us he took 23 ( I had 13 of them)
photos.
We then got in our car the Chauffeur took us
back to the hotel to get changed and check out.
(I said to him we won't look like this when we
come back) after that he took us on a guided
tour of London. St. Paul’s, the Tower of London,
Tower Bridge, Westminster Abbey, Houses of
Parliament, the Shard to name a few and then
to the Station where we had a meal and caught
the train home. What a fantastic day and experience - one that I shan't forget.
Betty Dixon MBE
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The Creaky Club.
Many of you may have noticed the work that has been carried out on the old Cadet huts at the side of the Dale Club,
and wondered what it is all about. So I thought I would give
you an insight
into what happens in there.
We have been
running a Gymnasium/Boxing club in the building
for coming on 20 years now. It is solely run by local
volunteers and is non-profit making. It all originally started upstairs in the Portland Arms. After
the then landlord (Robin and Ronnie) left we had to
find somewhere new to enable us to carry on. The old hut seemed an ideal alternative. As a
youngster back in the early 60’s I used to sometimes attend Sunday school in there and
thought the building was owned by the Church.
Dressed in my best suit, I attended church one Sunday morning in the hope of having a word
with the vicar to ask about the possibility of renting the building for one day a week. Having
sat through the service for about an hour, the vicar approached me
and welcomed me to his service and told me how pleased he was to
see me and would I be coming again next week. I sheepishly asked
him about the hut only to be told they are owned by the Welfare!
You live and learn. Still dressed in my Sunday best I marched down
to the Welfare to see Enid who was very helpful and agreed we
could use it. We were on our way! We moved out the equipment
from the Portland Arms and into our new home the following weekend, and have been there ever since. With a donation of £600 from
the company I was working for at the time, we were able to replenish worn out equipment etc. and start again.
The building as you may have noticed was falling into poor state and
I knew if I didn’t do something about it, it would be lost forever. See the before and after
photos for some idea. Last year we started a few fund raising events, the most successful of
these was a boxing tournament held in the Corner Pin in Westwood. I sold 120 tickets for this
event and in the end could have sold twice that amount but I was limited by the number of
people we were allowed into the pub. With a registered
referee and first aiders on site, we had a really good night.
We had had six fights and everyone one of them was worthy enough to be on Sky Sports. Councillor Dave Martin
came along and also gave us a donation to help us. Thanks
Dave!
Dave was so impressed with the event, his young son Joe is
now one of our members. We had youngster from 10 years
old involved in the ring and they put on an impressive show
for their very proud and tearful parents.
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Anyway, with enough money raised to start the renovations, I advertised on Facebook and other media for volunteers to come and
help us with the work. I have to say I was overwhelmed with the
response from the local community. Parents got involved, the kids
got involved, people who have never even stepped inside the club
came. Dave Martin again came and helped us, and supplied the
staging to enable us to access the roof. He was also on the roof
digging in with the rest of the lads. Tea and bacon sandwiches
were supplied by Linda Martin. The local neighbours were also
fantastic, I put a notice up asking them politely not to park there
on the two weekends involved, and they all complied, again thanks
all. I would also like to mention “The Dale Club” for continuing to
allow us to rent the building. There are so many others to thank,
particularly all the ones who turned up on the two days, even in the rain on the first day: Lee
Walker from Walker Plumbing Services, Jamie Spencer from Home Suite Home Interiors for
their continued support. Then Lisa Hale, Steve Brailsford, Claire Elgar, Chris Riley, Ben Howell, Wayne Howell, Luke Borland, Dave and Linda Martin, Dec O’Loughlin, Kyle Martin, Andy
Gascoyne, Keith Lowe, Nigel Webster, Ken Walker, Josh Hale, Cameron Walker, Liam Brentnall, Wayne Warwick, Dave Singer, Joe Black and his team. Sorry if I have forgotten anyone.
The materials were largely donated by local businesses. My company supplied all the spray bitumen FOC. Tez Kenmuir supplied the roofing sheets through Collins Earthworks, thank you to
both companies. Vernon Maltby skips have also given us a skip at cost price. Steve Kemp our
local sign writer is going to do me a sign to hang outside the club.
All in all, it was a great community effort; everyone involved had two very enjoyable days.
There is still more to do inside but we have
made good progress so far. We now have our
own Facebook page called “The Creaky Club” if
you want to know more or join us all the information is on there. If you are thinking of joining
us, come on along at 6pm on Wednesday nights,
you will more than welcome to have a go. All
ages welcome from about 10 years onwards. Our
oldest member is well into his 70’s!
We will be having more fund raising events and
welcome anyone who wishes to help us. You may
also contact me directly on the number shown
for further information.
This Club is a great local resource and needs to
be kept moving forward, what else is there for
the younger ones in our community! It seems
with the momentum and good will we have at the
moment, it will be here for years to come yet.
Alan Brentnall
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07973 227609.

Jacksdale Social Club
Open 12 midday, every day!

Sky TV

Snug Room

Racing UK

Lovely Outdoor
Area - Under
Cover

Pool Room

Mon-Thurs
Pub Teams
(new team players
always needed).
5&3’s
Skittles
Darts & Dominoes
Pool

Weekends
Karaoke, Music, Live
Bands

Sundays
Meat & Beer Draws
(meats supplied by
Jacksdale Butchers)
Jacksdale FC. Home
Matches @ Ironville
Rec. 2pm KO. Fixtures
on Alfreton District
Sunday League.
Please add Jack`s Bar on
Facebook for our week to
week events
Jackie & Shaun 01773 603342
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Live Entertainment
August
5th Those who Knew - Lively alternative
rock

12th Still Crazy - Brilliant pub
entertainment

19th Twisted Bisquit - Sham 69, SLF,
Nirvana

26th Background music
27th DJ Music/Karaoke
September
2nd Mandarins - Rock Covers
9th Pint of Mild - Old skool rock, punk, pop
16th Robert Perry - Superb vocalist,
guitarist singing covers from 50’s onwards

23rd Fitz & Startz - Brit pop/rock covers
30th Lisa Monroe - Excellent Vocalist
October
7th Weekenders - 4 piece rock covers
14th The Guv’nor - solo performer with a
high energy show

21st Urban Legends - Covers Band
28th Tin Soldier - Classic, modern, fun
punk, covers
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I’m Not Just a Name on the
Village War Memorial – Episode 6
(Richard Robinson on behalf of JACHs)
As a follow-up to our articles appearing in previous issues, here is the next name from the list
of the WW1 Fallen:

BURTON, Charles
Lance Corporal 15230 4th Bn. Sherwood Foresters (Notts & Derby Reg’t.)
Died 29th March 1921 (Age 37)
At Rest:: St Mary’s, Westwood

Entente Cordiale - Charles Burton on left

Charles Burton on Right

Charles is listed on the Jacksdale War Memorial as having survived WW1 but was a casualty
nonetheless, dying from the effects of gas poisoning in 1921. As his cause of death is directly
attributable to his service, we have included him in the list of ‘fallen’.
Charles Burton was born in 1883, son of Edgar and Jane Burton of New Westwood, Notts. The
1901 Census lists the family as follows: Edgar (aged 45), Jane (42), Charles (17), Harry (16),
Amelia (13), Thomas (11), and Ethel (8 months). The 1915 Electoral Roll lists his father as Edgar ‘Smith’ Burton of New Westwood. A John Arthur Burton is also listed at New Westwood in
1915 and it would be interesting to establish whether they were related.
Charles was an early volunteer, enlisting at Derby on 5th September 1914, at the age of 31. In
all, Charles served with the colours for 4 years and 7 days in the 1st and 4th Battalions Sherwood Foresters. He was discharged into the ‘Army Reserve’ on 12th September 1918, probably
due to having been gassed. He was eventually discharged from the Army at Litchfield, Staffs
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on 14th December 1918, one month after the Armistice. Although he had seemingly survived
this harsh conflict, tragedy hit the Burton family when, on 29th March 1921, at the age of 37,
Charles died (after what must have been a long and painful illness), from the effects of gas
poisoning.
His discharge papers describe him as being 5ft 6ins tall,
of fresh complexion, with brown eyes and brown hair.
Surviving picture postcards, entitled ‘Entente Cordiale’
show Charles posing with well-documented French models from a famous French photographic studio of the
day.
Charles was awarded the 1914-15 Star, the British War
and Victory Medals and Silver War Badge No. 491964.
Listed on the Jacksdale Memorial as having ‘served’, he
is buried in St Mary’s Churchyard, Westwood, with his
parents Edgar & Jane Burton. Charles’ Funeral Service
card is inscribed “Peace, Perfect Peace – Until the day
break and the shadows flee away” The grave also mentions his brother Tom, with an inscription – “Duty Nobly
Done”.
His younger brother, Thomas Burton, also a Sherwood
Forester, was killed in action in September 1916 and is
listed on the Jacksdale War Memorial.
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A Walk along the Cromford Canal
Friday 3rd March. Langley Mill to Ambergate. Just walking in the rain
My wife and I had booked in to the Greyhound Hotel in Cromford: recently refurbished and
very acceptable. We had driven up from Warwickshire on the Thursday evening so that Alison could deliver me to Langley Mill on the Friday morning. Having walked a dozen or so canals, I had planned the weekend in reasonable detail. The one thing you cannot control very
well is the weather.. Friday March 3 was wet.
I had suitable clothing and would enjoy it come what may. And I was furnished with copies of
the relevant pages ‘A Walkers Guide to the Cromford Canal’ by Michael Harrison and Valerie
Roberts. This had been mailed to me by the most cheerful and helpful Victoria (whom by
chance we would meet the following day).
Starting point found, I was adjacent Lock 14. Aware that the initial stretch of the canal walk
would be a whole 50 yards (before Langley Mill Boat Yard stops you getting into a stride) I
had the welcome distraction of a working boat being craned off a low loader near the lock,
for future use by Erewash Canal Preservation & Development Association. Many of its members were there to witness the arrival and were pleased to share their plans. I understand
the vessel needs considerable restoration, before it can begin assisting with restoration!
The scene is very different when re-joining the canal off Stoney Lane. I was now to learn
that a flash is a flooded patch of ground of varying width and depth: todays conditions would
ensure they were at their widest and deepest. Thirty minutes into the walk and I was wishing
I had been wearing wellingtons. I was more than ankle deep in muddy water for long
stretches. I feared the walk would turn into a yomp with trench foot. However, despite
soaking socks and boots my feet did not become uncomfortable the whole day.
Without the Guide sticking to the route of the Cromford would have been really testing. As
it was I made an error after crossing the footbridge over the River Erewash, straying left
of the intended line. I knew that several unmentioned ponds and a railway underbridge meant
I must be off course. Back to the footbridge to study my soggy notes more closely. As related, these open fields would provide no clues as to the route of the once doughty canal. I
walked the course of the Thames and Severn in 2008 which had similar challenges. The contrast to a regular towpath however, with the occasional canal-connected landmark, is still
compelling.
Solitude prevailed all the way to Ironville where a man was walking three dogs. By now, the
canal had become properly recognisable. I wanted to consider the notes about features such
as Pottery Lock and the deepening of the waterway a little further ahead, but by now I could
not separate any of the pages (I hope you are feeling sorry for me. If you are reading this in
flaming June I won’t get much sympathy!). The bridge signifying the Pinxton Arm, due to its
elevated position, would leave me perplexed until I could read the book again. In the car
park, day-trippers were eating their sandwiches in their cars. You may deduce this was a
rainy day.
I knew that Codnor Park to Ambergate was five or six miles. The canal for now at least took
on impressive dimensions, helped by the Butterley Park Reservoir feeder which made a noteworthy photo. The details guiding the walker over Butterley Tunnel were crucial; it would be
awful to have not seen the important ventilation shafts. (When will they be called into service once again?).
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Having walked the Union/Firth and Clyde in Scotland (2003), the references to Butterley and
the Falkirk Wheel were poignant. Hammersmith Station looked ghostly on this grey day, but
I’ve no doubt there is a band of supporters determined to return this stretch of railway to its
former glory, as dedicated as the heroes who make up the FCC. Butterley Tunnel is indictative
of the challenges, it is impossible to imagine the celebrations if it ever reopens.
The text promised the first sighting of a boat - well the iron skeleton of a former narrowboat, long since abandoned in another truncated stretch. This section was very enjoyable,
helped by the improving weather. I splashed on through fields, which led to lengths of canal in
water, then replaced by allotments.. abandoned cars.. industrial development.. The site of the
gauging narrows must be inspirational to the restoration plan.
I found I had a 30 minute wait at Ambergate Station until a train to Cromford. Several other
waiting passengers would have witnessed me splashing around like a six-year old in the large
puddles to loosen some mud from my boots and trousers. Before too long I would be at the hotel: a full hot bath, then various ales.
Saturday 4th March. Ambergate to Cromford. Good Day Sunshine.
Beautiful morning. Alison and I took the train to Ambergate, to walk the five miles up to
Cromford. It looked too complicated to examine the route between Bull Bridge and Ambergate
and I think it was Poysers Bridge where we joined the canal. In contrast to the wet weekday
the day before, this bright Saturday made the path busy with walkers and wildlife. Best to
come amongst a variety of water birds were a pair of tufted ducks, barely a few feet away
from us. The woods and scenery were worth coming for. Homesford Tea Room and High Peak
Junction were both worth visiting.
Along this stretch there are lots of historic buildings, bridges, etc which make for an interesting journal: I always make a small album with
notes and pictures of the canals I’ve walked. Our
date did not coincide with Leawood Pumping Station in steam so maybe a reason to come back one
day. Certainly there was more than enough water
in the racing River Derwent to have topped up the
canal.
On duty in FCC shop was the lady who had posted
the guide book a week earlier, a lovely coincidence.
“Why don’t you write some notes about your walk
for our magazine?.....”.Jeff + Alison, Warwick.
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Mystery Tour - Monday 14th August - Adults £17, Cons £16
Horncastle and Mablethorpe market days - Thursday 24th August - Adults £17, Cons £16
Scarborough and Filey - Saturday 26th August - Adults £18, Cons £17
Thistle City Barbican Hotel - Saturday 26th August - 1 Night B&B English Breakfast - £90
Oswestry & Shrewsbury - Wednesday 30th August - Adults £18, Cons £17
York & York outlet centre - Saturday 2nd September - Adults £17, Cons £16
Country Antrim, Northern Ireland - Sunday 3rd to Thursday 7th September - Half Board at
the Dunadry Hotel, Free trips and entrance to the Titanic museum, Giants Causeway and more.
No Passports or Euros - £350
Swindon Railway Museum and designer outlet - Saturday 16th September - Adults £18, Cons
£17
I.O.W. Sandown - Monday 18th to Friday 22nd September - Half board at the Seafront Trouville Hotel, entertainment with trips around the island - £317
Leamington Spa and Guide dog breeding centre - Wednesday 27th September - Adults £20,
cons £19
Mystery tour - Thursday 5th October - Adults £17, cons £16
Bedford market Day and more - Wednesday 11th October - Adults £17, cons £16
Blackpool Lights - Saturday 14th October - Adults £18, cons £17
Sussex By the Sea, Worthing - Monday 16th to Friday 20th October - Half board at Chatsworth Hotel - £280
Ely’s Apple Festival - Saturday 21st October - Adults £18, cons £17
Holloween Festival in Blankenberge, Belgium - Friday 27th to Monday 30th October - B&B at
the Alfa Inn Hotel - Passport needed, Single Supplement £46 - £214
Mystery Tour - Wednesday 1st November - Adults £17, cons £16
Blackpool Lights Weekend - Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th November - half board at Shar Bek Hotel - £130
Scotland, Aberfoyle, Loch Lomond, and the Trossochs - Monday 13th to Friday 17th November
- Half board at the Rob Roy Hotel - £188
Gloucester Victorian Christmas Market - Saturday 18th November - Adults £18, cons £17
Local Pick Ups

For more information or to make a booking please contact Henshaws Coaches
on 01773 607909 or email: paul@henshawscoaches.co.uk
57 Pye Hill Road, Jacksdale, Nottingham, NG16 5LR
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Jacksdale Toddler Group
Hello from Toddler group at Jacksdale situated at Jacksdale Miners
Welfare (New Building).
Just a quick message really to show the mums dads, grandparents and
aunties & uncles or childminders that we are open on Monday and
Thursday between 9.30am – 11.30am and here’s the best bit it costs £2
per family to come along and have unlimited refreshments (adults: tea,
coffee. Kids: juice and toast and crumpets)
so why not pop along.
Why not have a go on the meat raffle whilst you’re there... £1 per ticket for a chance to win
meat from the local butchers and all the proceeds goes towards the toddler group.
There are lots of toys for the kids to play with along with a bouncy castle (the castle is not there all the time), and parents/carers can have a
good chin wag if they please or to make new friends are more than welcome. Also a good singsong so get your best singing voices ready.
We also do messy play/crafts at the end of the
every month but the more tiny people that come we can get it to be every
2 weeks. We will be doing special crafts/messy play near the special days
(I.e. mums and dads day, Easter, Halloween, Christmas).
So let’s have fun!!
(Please note: crafts one month, messy play the next unless we get more
tiny people to get involved.)
We’re hoping to have a Halloween party this year where will we have a best-dressed competition and fun and games, too.
Hopefully we will be doing trips out one in the summer and one in the
winter to meet Mr Claus. We cannot post exactly
where we will be going as it has not been confirmed and the choices of places to see.
So why not tell your friends, family members
about us.
Please note that we are not open Bank Holiday Mondays.

Wanted - New GirlGuide Leaders
Are you interested in becoming a leader of a Girlguiding group? Yes?
Then we need you!
We are all volunteers who run Rainbows, Brownies and Guides for girls in the local area and are
looking for new recruits. Full training is given and can even be recognised by employers. If you
are interested please go to www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested or telephone 0800 169 5901
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Pye Hill & District Male Voice
Choir Est 1903
Why not come and join the PH&DMVC and
start a new activity. It could not be easier. It’s fun, inexpensive and you will make
new friends and put a smile on your face.
Whether you are an experienced or a nonexperienced singer of any age, you will be
made equally welcome and given every assistance. The choir presently has 24 choristers and are continually seeking new
members.
The choir practice at the Dale Club,
Jacksdale, NG16 5HR, every Monday evening at 7.30 p.m., other than Bank Holiday weeks. Music, practice CD’s, Musical
Directors, Accompanists, and uniform are
all provided for a modest price of less
than £2.00 per week.
There’s no better feeling than the special
enjoyment gained from singing in close
choral harmony. You have nothing to lose,
but a great deal to gain by coming along
on a Monday evening and giving it a go!
If you require any further information on
joining the choir, concert bookings and arrangements, please ring Malcolm Hill on
07706036946 or 01773 602743, or visit
the choirs web site at

www.pyehillmvc.co.uk

The Dale Club
Monday - Toddler group 9.30 till 11.30.
Pensioners 2 till 4.
Pilates 5.30.
Hoopla hoop 6.30.
Keeping dance 7.00.
Pyehill choir practise 7.30.
Prize bingo 7.00

Tuesday - Pilates 9.30

Kids table tennis after school.
Adults table tennis 8.00
Craft group 6.30.
Impact fitness 7.30.
Bingo 9.00.

Wednesday - Cadets 7.00.
Thursday - Toddler group 9.30 till 11.30.
Kids beginners Latin dancing 5 till 6.
Kids advanced Latin dancing 6 till 7.
Adults beginners Latin dancing 7 till 8.
Adult advanced Latin dancing 8 till 9.
Kickboxing 6.00 till 7.30
Keep fit 7.30.

Friday - usually live entertainment.
Saturday - Bingo 9.00.
Sunday - Football matches.

If you are interested in any of the
above or in hiring a room please ring
01773 602609 for more formation.
Or just pop in and see Ydelle.

Registered Childminders
Westwood/Jacksdale Area
Provide Tender Loving Care
For The Under 5s
Occasional / Part Time / Full Time
Also Collecting From Jacksdale & Westwood
Schools
For More Information Kindly Contact:
Katrina Halliday
Mobile: 07874 040 387 / Home: 01773 782 820
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JAYNE COOPER M.Inst.Ch.P
CHIROPODIST
SURGERY
172 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, SELSTON
TEL: 01773861805
MOB: 07979810333

CHRISTIE COOPER MCFHP
MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
PRACTITIONER
HOME VISITING SERVICE
OFFERING WEEKEND AND EVENING
APPOINTMENTS
MOB: 07813460482
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15c Pye Hill Road Jacksdale NG16 5LA
Open every Saturday 10till4or by appointment.
We can also be found on Alfreton market

Get Up & Go in Mansfield and Ashfield!
A new campaign has been launched to encourage Mansfield and Ashfield people to Get Up &
Go to help reduce falls.
Falls are the largest cause of emergency hospital admissions for older people in the UK. In
2014/15 542 over 80s and 297 65 – 79 year olds from Mansfield and Ashfield had a fall.
The campaign, which has been launched by the County Council, aims to reduce this trend by encouraging more people to be active so they can improve their balance and strength and help to
stay steady.
10 Top Tips for staying steady

exercise regularly – focus on activities that challenge your balance and strengthen your
legs, aim for 30 minutes a day 5 times per week.

check your eyes and hearing – go for regular sight tests

look after your feet – wear well-fitted shoes and slippers, and report any foot problems
to your GP or chiropodist

review your medication – certain medicines can make you feel faint or affect your balance, if so please contact your GP or pharmacist

get enough vitamin D intake – this is essential for keeping bones strong – the best
source is sunshine

eat a diet rich in calcium – to keep your bones strong. Good sources include dairy
foods, fortified soya products and canned fish

check your home for hazards – make sure your home is clutter free, well-lit, warm and
mop up spillages. Get a free home safety check

contact your GP – if you’ve had a fall or are worried about falling.

reduce your alcohol consumption and drink plenty of water to keep hydrated.

keep a torch by your bedside or leave a light on at night in case you need to wake during the night.
Sue Batty, Service Director for Nottinghamshire County Council, said: “Falls are more likely to
result in serious injury if someone is older. Having a fall is one of the top five reasons for admission to a residential care home.
“We want people to help themselves. By making some simple lifestyle changes, people can make
a positive difference and help stay steady for longer.”
There are a wide range of services available in Mansfield and Ashfield including free home
hazard assessments and local exercise courses such as Tai Chi. A Get Up and Go guide has
also been produced to showcase six simple exercises to do at home.

You can find out more here: www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/falls or by
calling 0300 500 80 80.
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BADJER NEWS - ADVERTISING RATES
Advert Size

One

Discounted Rate

Monthly

Issue

Four Issues

Cost

£

£

£

Business Card

12.00

42.00

3.50

Quarter Page

18.00

60.00

5.00

Half Page

36.00

120.00

10.00

Email:
badjeradverts@
hotmail.co.uk

Ask about our SPECIAL RATES FOR SPONSORS

Disclaimer:
The Badjer News Team has not
vetted the businesses listed in this
Newsletter. Customers should make
their own enquiries in order to
assess suitability and competence.
Do you use the services of the
people who advertise in Badjer
News?
Please let them know where you saw
the advert so that they know that
they are getting a response from
advertising with us. Without them we
could not keep going from strength to
strength and we would not be able to
keep you up to date with village news.

Do you have an event taking place
during November, December,
January or February? We can
include it in Badjer news.
Simply email

badjered@hotmail.co.uk

County councillors contact details :
David Martin on 07976764439.
District councillor - Christian Chapman on
07948383361 or cllr.c.chapman@ashfielddc.gov.uk
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Would you like to sponsor
Badjer News?
Please contact us at:
badjeradverts@hotmail.co.uk

For more details

Badjer Would like to thank our
sponsors for their continued
support.

Knightsbridge Garage

MR AND MRS SMETHURST
RIVERSIDE DESIGN INTERIORS
21 PYE HILL ROAD
JACKSDALE

