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Jacksdale Jamboree

was once more a success despite the weather. Many thanks to everyone
who supported the event, see you all next year!

To advertise in the Badjer News
please email to
badjeradverts@hotmail.co.uk
To view Badjer News in full colour and
for more local information visit:
www.jacksdale.org.uk

If you would like an article included in the Badjer
News please email to

badjered@hotmail.co.uk

The deadline for the November Issue
is 4pm Thursday 15th October 2015

Find us on Facebook - Badjer Jacksdale and Westwood

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Badjer News
are not necessarily those of the Badjer Committee.

This year Teresa McGrath, Donna Weightman, Donna Layton and Stuart Layton
have set themselves a number of physical challenges to raise funds for charity.
Between us this year, some of the challenges we have so
far have taken part in and completed include:
o OCR Reaper – a 10k 35 obstacle course and mud run
o X Runner 10k obstacle course
o 10k Race for Life at Clumber Park
o 5 mile swim
o 5K blacklight run
o Runners World Trailblazer half marathon at Clumber
Park
o Round Sheffield Run half marathon
o Womens running 10k series in Nottingham
On 13th September 2015 all of us will be taking part in the
Morrisons Great North Run half marathon which will be held in
Newcastle
Charities that we are raising funds for are:
o Crohns and Colitis
o Cancer Research UK
o Alzheimers Society
Two of the charities have a personal meaning to us all, as we
have had family members diagnosed and subsequently losing their lives to these
horrible diseases.
If you would like to sponsor or donate to our charities, the details are:
o For Crohns and Colitis - https://www.justgiving.com/Donna-Layton1/
§ Or text LAYT55 with your amount to 70070
o For Cancer Research UK - https://www.justgiving.com/
Teresa-Mcgrath2015/
§ Or text TEDS73 with your amount to 70070
o For Alzheimers Society - https://
www.justgiving.com/donna-weightman4/
§ or Text DONS59 with your amount to
70070
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Well done to Mrs Nicola Parker of
Westmoreland Way, Jacksdale, who
ran the Derby ‘RAMATHON’ in aid of
Macmillon Care as her friend and
work collegue died earlier this year.
Nicola did the run of 13.1 miles in 2
hours 33mins. Nicola runs most days
around Jacksdale, Brinsley, Underwood and Selston. If you see her give
her a wave as
she passes by.
A brilliant
achievement
for Nicola,
Well Done!

Shaun, Shannen and Ronan Ryan of
Jacksdale and Paul, Alex and Ellie Arnold from Skegby have completed the
‘Three Peaks Challenge’ in less than 24
hours by walking up Ben Nevis
(Scotland), Scafell Pike (England) and
Snowdon (Wales). They raised money
for the Alzheimer’s Society.
A magnificent achievement.
Jacksdale Miner’s Welfare Table Tennis players, Angela Brettell, Jessica
Melrose, Jonathon Heath and Zac
Melrose received trophies for their
achievements during the past season
at the Mansfield and District TT
League presentation evening held at
the Summit Centre, Kirkby in Ashfield.

Do you use the services of the
people who advertise in Badjer
News?
Please let them know where you saw
the advert so that they know that
they are getting a response from
advertising with us. Without them we
could not keep going from strength to
strength and we would not be able to
keep you up to date with village news.

Do you have an event taking place
during November, December,
January or February? We can
include it in Badjer news.
Simply email
3

badjered@hotmail.co.uk

Disclaimer:
Badjer has not vetted the
businesses listed in this
Newsletter. Customers should
make their own enquiries in
order to assess suitability and
competence.

Chair’s Page
I would like to thank the people who turned out yet again on a rainy day to support us at the
Jamboree. I can't believe that it was wet again! We've only had one sunny one in 4 years. So
we may have to change the date next year and try it a bit later in the summer.
I hope you are all enjoying the flowers. When I went to order them from Jane and Martin
Heathcote I was delighted when they offered to plant them for us. It's a job we don't like
doing even though we have done it for a few years now. So a massive thank you to them. I'm
hoping they will volunteer to plant the winter ones when it's time. Badjer pay for them not the
council like some people think. Also thank you to Jacksdale Chippy - they paid for and planted
the ones outside the shop. Thank you to the people who keep them watered and looking so
good. The village looks very pretty at the moment.
Please if you see anything around the village that needs repairing or bins that need emptying
please ring the council or the new councillor Christian Chapman on 07948383361. I'm sure he
will do his best to help. If there's something criminal please ring 101 and report it. At the moment the police think we have no problems as they get no complaints and that's the reason
they don't come down here. So the more phone calls they get the more they will know that
sometimes we do have the odd situation that needs their presence. Thank you.
I hope you enjoy your summer (let’s hope we get some decent weather).
Dorrienne.

Family run
business with
14 years of
experience

We love
Referrals
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FOREST BOWMEN FIELD ARCHERY CLUB
How many Hollywood films have you watched recently that contain an element of archery?
Thanks to the 2012 Olympics and Hollywood Directors making Archery a significant theme in
many of their films, the sport is once again showing a surge in popularity.

Forest Bowmen is a local club which is reaping the benefit of this newly established interest
and we are happy to offer people the opportunity to either enjoy a shooting experience or to
even take up the sport as a pastime.
We are a well-established Field Archery club of some 20 years, and have a membership that
possesses a wealth of experience in shooting. Our club is located in Codnor, and covers approximately 27 acres of well-established woodland of varied terrain, which is usually set out
with a course of at least 36 permanent targets. The club is a member of Association of Field
Archery Clubs (AFAC)
Many people, when considering archery, will think of the type seen on the Olympics where the
archers shoot on flat open ground over a known distance at targets of coloured rings. This is
known as Target Archery.
Field Archery is different. Instead, the archers shoot around a course of many different
types of targets, usually in a woodland setting and over distances which are not specified. It is
an inclusive sport and for old and young alike.
In addition to a challenging course, we also provide
two practice areas with safety nets used for warming
up, setting up bows and training prospective members.
There are ample parking facilities for members and
visitors.
Many of our members are long-established archers who
are always happy to provide advice and guidance to the
new member (or to help with excuses for the occasional missed shot).
Club open days are Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday
from 9.30am onwards although members may shoot any days
We are happy to take bookings for special events such as pageants, birthdays, corporate
games and activity days. More information and contact details can be found on our web site
www.forestbowmen.co.uk or ring Mel on 07919360522
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The most dangerous hobby in the world?
Do you enjoy motorsport? Would you like to get closer to the action?
Really close?

You might want to consider volunteering to be a marshal!
You won't be paid, you will get wet, sunburned, cold, hot, hungry, tired and you will be expected to be alert for up to 12 hours a day!
BUT.... You will get to support British Motorsport.
If there are no marshals, there is no racing!
Yes, it can be very dangerous, but, with the support of fellow marshals, the risks are minimised.
Still interested?
We hold our Taster Days at Donington Park: home to Formula-E and hosts of BTCC, British
Superbikes, Donington Historic Festival and a lot more. Donington is arguably the most popular circuit in the UK with drivers and marshals.
The Taster Days start early; typically 07:30, but are a day packed with excitement and experience. Trained and experienced marshals will take you through every step of marshalling
and the other roles at the circuit; where to sign-on, the marshals posts, pits, startline, assembly, race control and scrutineering. Whenever possible we are "hands-on" with running
through gravel, fire extinguishers, dressing oil and flags.....and that's just the morning!
In the afternoon, you will have the ultimate experience of marshalling a live event. You will
choose which area of marshalling to experience; Post, Pits or Assembly and then accompany
marshals, learning and doing exactly what they do.
The day ends after the last race has been completed, normally somewhere around 6pm. If
you wish to, or need to finish earlier then let
us know and we will do our best to accommodate this.
Next dates are 6th September and 4th October 2015
www.tasterdays.info
The Orange Army look forward to welcoming
you in to our family!
James Parry
6
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The Garden Butterfly.
When In my garden where I sit at ease,
Watching the butterflies lovingly tease.
Their free spirits in flight without constraint,
Innocent and harmless without complaint.
View our multi-coloured friends flap and
glide,
Smartly turned out in glad pursuit beguiled,
With sparks of life and wings of tinselled
gold.
Others softly tread, and the path unfold.
They flutter around us gently each day,
Posing and flying, in their special way
share this big place with creatures of instinct.
Living our lives, with general respect.
Silent, as always, capturing the day,
Fresh and beautiful as the month of May.
Alfred Holt. Jacksdale Jotter.
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JAYNE COOPER M.Inst.Ch.P
CHIROPODIST
SURGERY
172 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, SELSTON
TEL: 01773861805
MOB: 07979810333

CHRISTIE COOPER MCFHP
MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
PRACTITIONER
HOME VISITING SERVICE
OFFERING WEEKEND AND EVENING
APPOINTMENTS
MOB: 07813460482
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YOUR CANAL NEEDS YOU!
The Friends of the Cromford Canal (FCC) were formed to see the restoration of the whole of
this canal. It was hard work to get our society established, but now it is well and truly established. Just two years ago, after long and protracted discussions and fund raising, we managed
to bring back a trip boat enabling the public to be able to take a trip for a mile and a third
along this beautiful stretch of water.
The full return trip takes about two hours and last year, in 2014, which was our first year of
operation, we carried over 5,500 passengers; quite an achievement. These boat trips run between three and four days a week; Saturday, Sunday, Wednesday and in the high summer, on
Thursday as well. All money taken for this will go toward further restoration of the canal,
which includes getting in place expensive professional studies looking at the many aspects of
such a restoration.
Such a regular service can only be carried out if you have a team of dedicated volunteers,
which we have. However, these trips are proving to be so popular that we are always needing
more volunteers to help crew the boat. Some crew can give just one day a month, for which we
thank them, others can give several days a month. Whatever you can give is accepted with
grateful thanks.
Crewing can mean any of the following; collecting fares, serving tea, telling people about this
canal, walking the towpath to open the swing-bridge, handing out leaflets, etc. Training is given
so why not give it a go. Volunteering for a charity, such as ours, can look good on your CV, so
why not give it a try?
As well as the trip-boat, we are now in the process of opening a shop/office at Cromford
Wharf. Here tickets will be sold, along with boat souvenirs and gifts to the visiting public: for
which we again need volunteers. So why not give it a go?
The FCC have taken over the care and eventual restoration of some of the derelict locks at
Ironville and Jacksdale, so if you prefer this kind of work, we can use you. Simply stated, if we
do not get the volunteers, restoration of the canal will not happen; so please sign up now.
If you would like
to help with the
boat and/or shop
please
contact
Vix Wilding on
07552 055 455
If you would like
to help with the
lock and/or maintenance of the
canal,

contact

John Barker on
07860 632 837.
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CentrePoint Church - June 2015
We were all surprised and disturbed by the earthquake surrounding Mount Everest in Nepal,
and they even suffered a further tremor a couple of weeks later.
At CentrePoint Church we had looked at the local community when the defribulator was required and made a donation at that time. But, this disaster (that's all it can be described as)
touched our hearts even though so many thousands of miles away.
Although we may never know who or how a donation may touch, it is sometimes as
though we have to reach out and do something that is tangible. We didn't want to put monies
into a national or global pot where it may sit until others could make decisions on how and when
to use those funds, or for regional or national figures to have a hand in manipulating or distributing monies for their own ends. We wanted the funds to reach where they were intended.
We therefore took steps to source what to do, and found a charity (in the Chesterfield area)
that had a connection with a charity set up in Nepal supporting in the main a local school only
50km from the epicentre. Because of certain requirements of the trustees here and in Nepal,
we could be safe in the knowledge that the funds would not be hampered by national requirements.
We therefore arranged a sizeable (for us) donation and have since been made aware of the
needs that the current total (at the time of writing) have amounted to some £16,000. The
needs that are being met include:
reception desk in the city hospital
injured people and their families and carers being supported with food and
medicines
discharged patients being helped with transport back to their own villages
thousands of tarpaulins being purchased and distributed
food bought in bulk and cooked for people without housing
ambulance and air transport to a specialised unit in Kathmandu
some villages were totally devastated, but mattresses, tarpaulins and supplies
given
All these being delivered where the problems of getting the support past the airport and customs boundaries would normally prevail.
CentrePoint Community Church Franklin Raod, Jacksdale
If you need more information please contact Phil Renshaw (01623 555813 or 07867 783468)
BADJER NEWS - ADVERTISING RATES
Advert Size

One

Discounted Rate

Monthly

Issue

Four Issues

Cost

£

£

£

Business Card

12.00

42.00

3.50

Quarter Page

18.00

60.00

5.00

Half Page

36.00

120.00

10.00

Ask about our SPECIAL RATES FOR SPONSORS
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Email:
badjeradverts@
hotmail.co.uk

Church Yard Clean UP
May I first say thank you to Paul Shipley for going on about the state of the church yard
which is a change from him moaning about the bollards in the community centre car park LOL.
Due to having had a operation he wasn't able to help in the initial effort to try and tidy up
the church yard, but after a good response from the locals it was kicked off by the grass
strimming duo of Paul Henshaw and Nigel Layton who did a great job getting the depth of
grass down to a level so it can be kept manageable, then came along the grass baggers and tidy
-uppers a big thank you to Jackie Layton, Sharon Black, Gail Telford, Jill Martin, Paula Pilgrim,
Simon Pilgrim, Debbie Henshaw, Amanda Walker, Lee Walker and
also Janine Ryde for supplying the black bin liners. Then Paul
Cartledge came along and informed us
that he would see if he could find out
if Community Payback would carry
on and maintain the church yard for
however long in the future. This was
subsequently put into place so a big
thank you to Paul and anyone who was
involved before hand.
I must say that the Church yard is
looking so much better than previously, so a big thank you to you all.
Paula Pilgrim
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Wow! Can it really be the end of another school year? Where does the time go? We have just
said “Goodbye” to our Year 6 children as they move up to Selston High and are also preparing
to welcome the new pupils into our Nursery, the Y3’s from Westwood Infants and of course
the new ‘full timers’ into our Reception class.
It is a real pleasure and a privilege to see the children grow and mature as they move through
the school – we are often delighted to see ex Jacksdale pupils return as they in turn progress
through secondary school. In fact we have had a number of parents recently return to the
school now with young children of their own!
Please let us know of any news of ex-Jacksdale pupils - we would be delighted to share these
successes with the rest of the school community in our regular newsletters.
The big news for us was of course the OFSTED inspection that saw 3 years of hard work come
to fruition in the form of the “Good” grading in all 5 areas of the inspection. It was just reward for all the dedicated staff and governors who have worked tirelessly to make Jacksdale
the fantastic school we all knew it to be.
Our Nursery has places for any 3-4 year olds who require 15 hours free education plus those
that would like to ‘boost’ the hours by paying for extra sessions. Please see Mrs Byrom in
school for more details.
We also host a ‘Musical Tales’ session for any children under 5 in conjunction with the local Surestart Centre – why not come along on a Monday
afternoon from 1.30pm. It’s great fun!
Great artwork in Year 2!
Finally all that remains for me to say is that I
hope you have a fabulous Summer holiday and are
spending some quality ‘family time’ together
whether that be at home, abroad or somewhere
else in this country.
See you in September!
Mr Stonier
Head Teacher
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Jacksdale Social Club
Open 12 midday, every day!

Sky TV

Snug Room

Racing UK

Lovely Outdoor
Area - Under
Cover

Pool Room

Mon-Thurs
Pub Teams
(new team players
always needed).
5&3’s
Skittles
Darts & Dominoes
Pool

Weekends
Karaoke, Music, Live
Bands

Sundays
Meat & Beer Draws
(meats supplied by
Jacksdale Butchers)
Jacksdale FC. Home
Matches @ Ironville
Rec. 2pm KO. Fixtures
on Alfreton District
Sunday League.
Please add Jack`s Bar on
Facebook for our week to
week events
Jackie & Shaun 01773 603342
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Live Entertainment
August
1st - Blacktop Sliders - recently formed 4 piece rock
covers band from amber valley
8th - Chris Fox - very talented local musician/vocalist
playing a mixture of tunes
15th - Headshrinka - playing Foofighters, Stereophonics,
Guns ‘n’ Roses, Status Quo
22nd - Damn Dingoes - local band playing all the right rock
covers we love
29th - Pete McCrae - music from the 60`s to 00`s, so get
your dancing feet on
30th - Karaoke/music

September
5th - Madamen - 4 piece 60`s band
12th - Abandon - 4 piece melodic rock band from Mansfield
19th - Loaded Revolver - 5 piece classic rock covers from
Nottingham
26th - Pentagon - pop and rock covers

October
3rd - Urban Legends - 5 piece Nottingham based covers
band, classic songs from 60`s to 00`s
10th - Rattled - good all rounder who play to the crowd
17th - Marv White Band - young fresh and energetic blues
band
24th - tbc
31st - The JDS ska, reggae, soul and salsa, Halloween
fancy dress night, best costume prize

We also play in Dusk till Dawn Poker League
anyone interested pop in for time and dates of
play

My Day at the Palace

by Betty Dixon

On Tuesday 12th May we came out of our hotel in London “The Russell” the doorman (concierge) who
looked very smart in his suit, top hat and gloves asked us if we wanted a taxi and where did we want to
go. “Buckingham Palace” we replied and that in itself was lovely to
say.
As we got nearer to Buckingham Palace going down the Mall it was
teeming with people in Morning Suits, National Dress, Military Uniforms and ladies in their best outfits and hats.
We arrived at Buckingham Palace at 2pm thinking we were early,
but the queues were the longest I have ever seen, approx 6000
people attended. The queues stretched from the front of the palace down both sides. I thought we were never going to reach the
end. At 2.45pm a police man came along and told us to have our
tickets and passports or photo ID ready.
We moved really quickly onto the forecourt where the sentries
stand. The police told us we couldn’t take pictures past this point.
We went through into the inner courtyard, up the steps into the
palace, through two rooms and out onto the terrace, down the
steps and onto the lawn. We found a place we thought would be a
good spot and waited.
At 3.45 six gentlemen in suits, top hats and matching carnations came down the steps and organised
everyone into lanes ready for Her Majesty and Party, next came the Beefeaters who took their positions.
By 4pm everyone was organised and ready for her Majesty at exactly 4pm.
The Queen, Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Charles, Camilla Duchess of Cornwall, Prince Edward and Sophie
Countess of Wessex came onto the terrace. The National Anthem was played.
The Queen led the way down the steps, chosen guests were lined up in front of the lanes, we were very
close, she was in lemon (some say cream) we could hear what was being said to the guests. As she
passed us she smiled at us.
We then went to the tea tent to have our tea, cucumber sandwiches, ham, egg and smoked salmon. The
cakes were lovely Victoria sponge, lemon tart, fruit cake and battenburg. The tea tent was massive but
because of the organisation we didn’t have to wait long. We sat down and were joined by various different people, everyone chatted about how and why they’d been invited.
The reason I had been invited was for Services to Children i.e. in May I had been a Governor for 40
years on two different schools governing bodies, Selston High
School and Jacksdale Primary.
At 4pm Her Majesty went to the Royal Tent for her tea.
We then went across to the bandstand to listen to the music,
people were starting to group together, next the Royal party
came past us really close again.
The Queen is really small, but she has a lovely complexion for
her age, Prince Philip looked well. Prince Charles looks just the
same as on TV, Camillia (Duchess of Cornwall was elegantly
dressed. Prince Edward looks thinner than on TV and Sophie
(Countess of Wessex) is so petite and very pretty.
Once the Royal party had gone we sneaked a few photos.
It was an amazing day and experience we both will never forget
it and what an honour to be there.
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Looking for an extra income?
– look no further!
We are looking for self-motivated individuals/couples
with a desire to exceed their current salary.
To find out more about this opportunity please
contact ......Lucie Walker 07967883608...
Independent Distributor of Forever Living Products
Aloe Vera Drinking Gels, Supplements, Skincare and Personal
Care Products
Forever Living Products, Longbridge Manor, Warwick. CV34 6RB,
,members of the Direct Selling Association

Success for Local Dancer
10 year old Evie Stevens and her dance school
Team Revolution have had
great success
in the World
Dance Championship Competition which
was held at
the Winter Gardens in Blackpool.
Eleven dancers, including Evie, all qualified for
a place in the competition. Evie managed to get
through to the semi finals for her slow solo and
the whole team came in third place for the
team dance. A great result especially as there
were around 1200 competitors.
The team train at Brinsley Community Centre
on a Saturday. Lessons take place between
10am and 1pm and further lessons take place at
Awsworth during the week. The dance teacher
is Nicola Buckley.
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This is just a very quick guide for those who wish for a perfect
lawn or would just simply like to make an “old” lawn look like
new.
Firstly, timing. The procedures described here are ideally carried out in the early autumn, preferably
around the last week in September. However, if the ground is dry, it is best to wait for a good fall of rain to
soften the ground before starting these jobs.

Secondly, equipment and a word on lawn size.
If your lawn is around the size of the penalty box on a football pitch, then most people should be able to
carry out these procedures using hand tools alone. If you have a larger lawn then you would be best advised
to hire some machinery.

Tools Required
Hand Tools - a springbok rake, an ordinary garden fork, a rake and a yard broom or besom.
A small fertilizer spreader is handy but not essential.
Machinery - a scarifier, a lawn aerator, and a fertilizer spreader. A leaf blower may be
useful if you have a larger lawn. A drag brush could be useful, although not essential.

Materials
Some dryish soil (loam) sieved to remove the larger stones. This should be used to repair any holes
and undulations in your lawn. Naturally, if you have no holes and undulations then you can skip
this. Some grass seed; get enough to cover the whole lawn at a rate of half an ounce per
square yard (or the metric equivalent). The mixture you buy depends on the use to which your
lawn is put. If you have children, dogs/pets who like to play on the lawn then get a hardwearing
mixture which contains a high proportion of dwarf perennial ryegrass. If the lawn is more ornamental then
choose a mixture which contains a greater proportion of fine grasses such as fescues and bents. Most seed
containers have the contents written somewhere on them, though they can take a little finding. If in doubt
seek advice. Also look out to check if the seed is out of date.

Some Fertiliser
Use an autumn lawn fertiliser, which is high in phosphates and potash. This will help strong
roots to develop, which will produce healthy leaves.
Important: do not use a spring fertiliser. These contain high levels of nitrogen, which encourages soft, leaf growth that's vulnerable to disease and could also be damaged by frost.
Go for the organically based varieties. These may cost a little more than synthetic types, but
they tend to last a lot longer and are much better for your soil. Lawn fertilizers are expensive, but the
phrase "you get what you pay for" is doubly apt here, so go for the best you can afford.

Now make a start!
If you can, choose a dryish day and don't start until any dew has begun to disperse.
The first job is aeration. If you are on a small lawn then grab that fork and just “go bananas”. Push it in as
far as it will go. It doesn't matter if it only goes a little way, a few holes are better than no holes. Repeat
this all over the lawn at about four inch intervals. It is real hard work, but your lawn will really benefit from
this process. If you are using a machine, then follow the instructions you received from the hire
shop. You can be generous since you are mechanically assisted and go over the whole lawn at
least twice. Having got plenty of holes into the lawn, the next step is scarification. This is just
a means thoroughly raking the grass. Again, if your lawn is small, grasp that rake and get on
with it. You really cannot overdo this job if you are doing it by hand, so keep going until your
energy gives out (or it gets dark, whichever comes first). Gather up the huge amounts of
“thatch” that you have removed and put it on the compost heap.
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If you are fortunate enough to have a really large lawn then simply just follow the instructions that you received from the hire shop. However, a word of caution, it is eminently possible to overdo it with a mechanical scarifier and leave your lawn looking rather
“messy”. Adjust the machine until it just brushes the grass, make a test pass and observe the result. If you have brought up little or no rubbish then give the adjuster a couple of turns and try again. When you start bringing up a good amount of material, stop
adjusting and get to work covering the whole lawn. Normally the first pass will not bring
up a terrific amount of material so do at least two passes, the second at right angles to the first. If you think
you can get yet more rubbish up then lower the machine a little and do another pass, the grass will recover.
Unfortunately, you have just discovered the main problem with mechanical scarifying, namely the untidy mess.
This is where the leaf blower comes in. If it is reasonably dry then you should at least be able to blow all the
mess into a neat heap, before you cart it off to the compost heap.
You do not have to carry out these operations in any particular order - you can carry them out in the sequence
that suits you best.
Next the seed. On a small lawn scatter it by hand thinly. It is best to be a bit miserly and go over the whole
area twice, than be too liberal and run out. When all the seed is spread you need to get it down the holes.
This is best achieved by brushing gently backwards with the hard broom. It doesn't matter if you think you
haven't got much brushed in, but you have. Don't be too particular; simply give the lawn a decent brush. If
you are applying soil as a top dressing this should be done now. Try to broadcast it as thinly as possible with a
shovel. This will take a little practice. Don't overload the shovel and then give it a good fling with a sideways
motion. Keep as much as possible in your own garden! Next, rub the soil into the grass with the back of a conventional rake using the same kind of motion as you did with the brush. To avoid leaving any humps and bumps,
you may finish off the job with the brush for a really high class job.
If you are dressing a large lawn, it is best to apply the seed with a spreader. Set it to whatever setting the manufacturer recommends, to give you coverage of half an ounce per square
yard. If you have lost the instructions which came with the spreader then you will have to
calibrate it yourself. This isn't terribly complicated if you are careful, just start with your
machine on a low setting and observe the result. The lawn should be lightly dusted - no
more. If you have finished the lawn with half the seed left over then go over the whole
thing again at right angles to your first pass. This is what the experts do, getting a more
even coverage this way.
If you are applying soil as a top dressing then use your spreader for this, as well. Just set it on its largest
setting and march round the lawn until the soil is all gone. The best device for rubbing the seed and soil into
your lawn is undoubtedly a drag brush. This is simply a big brush that you drag around behind you. They are also useful for removing dew and getting the grass to stand up before
you mow it.
If you do not have a drag brush, simply take a piece of two by four wood, about four feet
long, and tie a piece of rope to it at each end to form a loop, by which you can pull it. March
round your lawn again until you are satisfied that the soil and seed are well rubbed in.
You have nearly finished! In fact, have a break for a few days and do the next bit after the soil and seed
have had time to settle in. Now on to applying the fertiliser. Set your machine up according to the manufacturer's recommendations to deliver the amount suggested by the fertiliser manufacturer. Just stroll up and
down until you have covered the whole lawn. If you have any Autumn fertiliser left over, this is not a problem,
you can always use this as an early spring dressing enabling your grass to get off to a good start without doing
any harm.
You have now reconditioned your whole lawn! If it looks a “bit of a mess”, don't worry: it will recover in no
time. If all other things are equal, you should see the tiny shoots of grass appearing within a few weeks. If
they don't appear, there is no need to worry: they will appear in the spring.
Important: Resist the temptation to cut the lawn for at least three weeks and when you do, just give it a very
light trim to even it up. You can go for the Wimbledon, Wembley or Lords look in the following spring when
the grass has settled down.
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£10.00 per child
Quote ‘Badjer’

Registered Childminders
Westwood/Jacksdale Area
Provide Tender Loving Care
For The Under 5s
Occasional / Part Time / Full Time
Also Collecting From Jacksdale & Westwood
Schools
For More Information Kindly Contact:
Katrina Halliday
Mobile: 07874 040 387 / Home: 01773 782 820
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Guess Who
Was 60 This
Year!!

GIRLGUIDING UK
Girls in the lead
Do you enjoy games, activities and having fun?
Are you a girl aged 7 to 10 years?
Do you like activities such as cooking, crafts, games, swimming, parties, working
towards badges, weekends away and many many more?
Would you like to make new friends?
If your answer to these questions is YES, then read on.......
DO YOU KNOW ABOUT 1ST WESTWOOD BROWNIES?
If not why don't you call in or contact Claire Wright (Brown Owl) on 01773
712714 to put your name down to join our group.
We meet on Wednesday Evenings 6.00 - 7.30pm at The United Reformed Church,
Palmeston Street, Westwood.
Or visit www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested or call 0800 1695901

23

Deadly Assault at Westwood.
In the Victorian era, one reason for the employment of rural police forces, was the extent of
poaching and the pressure brought to bear by landowners, on the authorities.
After the Poaching Prevention Act was passed in 1862, the village policeman while theoretically a protector of the rights of all citizens, in many cases was in effect a representative of
the landowner.
The village policeman rarely had to deal with serious crime, dealing mostly with neighbourhood
disputes, drunken behaviour, fights, and occasional petty thefts.
On the evening of Monday the 10th of December 1866, William Allen, a tailor from Ironville,
was attacked, and left for dead, at Westwood. The crime was investigated by the local police.
This was not usual practice in 1866.
Let us imagine we can actually revisit 1866 and talk to P.C. John Warsop, and Mr William Stirland, son of a local farmer who participated in the enquires.
"Mr Stirland, how would you describe your involvement in the investigation ?"
"I was involved from the moment Mr Allen came to us for help, and I felt it was my duty to
assist, as any responsible person would."
"Would you tell us what happened?"
"It was twenty past one o’clock, on the Tuesday morning, of the 11th of December. I was
awoken through hearing a knocking on the house door. I heard my father letting someone in, so
I got up and saw Mr Allen, in a very bad state. He was bleeding profusely, his throat had been
cut, and his face stabbed. He had a large lump on the back of his head. His waistcoat, coat and
trousers were cut. The pocket’s gone. He was very frightened, confused, and weak; he smelt
of ale but could walk tolerably well. He said he'd been assaulted and robbed, but he couldn't
remember much about the men who attacked him. We did what we could for him, and took him
home to Ironville, a half an hour away.
When he got home, he realised that his two stereoscopic glasses, and thirty views, had gone as
well as his money. I then communicated with P.C. Warsop, and assisted him with the investigation. I was with Warsop, when the scene of the affray was found out. I saw Mr Allen's
crushed hat, there was a great deal of blood about. I picked up some of the stereoscopic
views, and some other things. Then I accompanied him to Clarke's public house. From something we heard there, we went to Fred Mills' lodgings at Westwood. That was at six o'clock in
the morning. We found blood on his hands and on a handkerchief he had round his neck."
"P.C. Warsop, you've been nodding in agreement. Before we go on to talk about Fred
Mills, I understand from the newspaper report that Mr Allen had been in Westwood most
of the day and visited two other public houses before he went to Clarke’s?"
"Yes, Mr Allen had called at the Corner Pin at half past ten in the morning, before leaving to
attend to some business and then returning to the Pin. Later, he called at The Royal Oak,
where he had dinner before going onto Clarke's public house. He left Clarke's about eleven
o’clock. He took the footpath from Westwood to Ironville, and he had got into the turnip field
near Wainwright's beer-house, when he was attacked. When he recovered enough to move, he
crawled to Mr Stirland's, who contacted me about four o’clock on the Tuesday morning, and
accompanied me on my enquiries. As Mr Stirland has said, acting on information received, we
went to Mills’ lodgings, and he was in bed. I asked where he had been the previous night, he
said, he believed he'd been with William Wood. I examined his clothes and found them in a
dirty state, with blood on his coat and scarf. I asked him about the blood and he replied, he
had been fighting in Brinsley Sunday night. He also said he'd been drunk on Monday night and
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couldn't remember anything after leaving Clarke's. I asked to examine his hand and found
there was a quantity of blood on it. I drew this to the attention of the Parish Constable John
Betts, Mr Stirland. I took possession of Mills’ clothes and gave them to Betts to lock up. On
the following day I found in one of the pockets a knife stained with blood, and a lens connected with the stereoscopic views. We then went to Olmark's house were Woods’ was lodging. He was in bed. We went into Woods bedroom and woke him up. He admitted to being in
Clarkes’ the night before with a chap that lived down Westwood. His trousers were examined
and blood found on the knee. The bottom parts wet as if having been washed. There was blood
on his coat, and a knife was found in his trouser pocket, the blade stained with blood. There
was also marks of blood on his right wrist. He was taken to Nottingham the same day where
blood was found on his boots."
"By then Constable Warsop, I should imagine you were confident you had got the right
men?"
"Fairly, but we found other evidence. Mary Olmark, the landlady showed us a towel soaked
with blood and a bowl with a small amount of bloody water in it. Sergeant Harrop visited the
turnip field, the ground was frosted. He found a footmark and compared it with one of Woods’
boots. The two corresponded exactly.
Also Mr John Hornsey Casson, Surgeon, who attended Mr Allen, testified at the hearing at
County Hall, that it was not a very sharp instrument that had caused the wounds, and what he
had seen of the knives produced. It was quite possible they might have inflicted the wounds."
"Well you did a good job, and the case went to the assizes, and they were sentenced to
ten years penal servitude."
"Yes, and Mr Allen appears to be recovering. Considering he's between sixty and seventy years
of age, he's done well. He took quite a beating. Not a match for two sturdy labourers, they
nearly did for him, that's for sure."
Here we leave P.C. Warsop and Mr Stirland.
In his summing up the Judge said, "That it was most unconstitutional thing for a policeman to
examine prisoners."
The Judge’s remarks show how unusual it was for a police constable, back then, to conduct an
investigation. They were mostly part time and poorly paid. This didn't always attract the best
sort of men for the job. In this instance, I think P.C. Warsop and the local constabulary,
served the community of Westwood well.
The information presented is taken from newspaper clippings. I would like to thank JACHs,
for collecting so much information. Without them we would not be learning so much about the
history of our area. It is really appreciated.
Dawn Raffle.
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THEIR TOMORROW FOR OUR
TODAY
Jacksdale & Westwood 1914 to 2014
A New Book Release by JACH’s
Article by Carol Taylor-Cockayne
This new 400 page colour publication, due to be launched in November, is the culmination of five years extensive research by Jacksdale Area Culture & Heritage Group
(JACHs) and includes numerous contributions from local residents who have joined
forces to share photographs, documents and to recount their memories. JACHs has
left no stone unturned, transcribing local newspaper accounts from over the decades
and poring over parish records to pull together this massive and richly interesting jigsaw puzzle of village life from just before the First World War right up to the present
day.
Chapter One, ‘Streets, Houses & Occupants’ follows the footsteps of 1911 census enumerator Edwin Wilde who visited
every home in Pye Hill and Jacksdale
collecting the census returns. The 1911
census was the first to record how many
children had been born to each female
and how many had survived. The statistics are shocking. In Sedgwick Street
alone, during their years of marriage, the
women had collectively given birth to a
total of 247 live children, of which 184
had survived infancy and 64 tragically had not. 27 families in the street had lost at
least one child. One family had lost as many as 8 children and another family had lost
7. During the course of 1901 alone, seventeen burial services had been held for
small infants at Westwood, St. Mary’s.
The 1911 Census enumerator for Westwood was a colliery clerk, named Samuel
Smith. One of Samuel’s last stops was at Harpham’s Farm, Toad Hole and perhaps
he took the opportunity to purchase a few fresh farm eggs for his supper. They would
have been safely stowed in his knapsack along with the 224 census returns he had
collected on his round. As Samuel strolled back to his cottage on Lindley Street, he
could never have realised that WW1 was looming and that the 1073 names from the
village of Westwood, etched on those forms, would soon become as fragile as the
eggs he was carrying. So many lives would be broken and changed forever; and all
the King’s horses and all the King’s men might never bring some of these village folk
back together again.
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The village our servicemen left was almost brand new, much of the housing in
Jacksdale was only 10 years old. The village and population had expanded rapidly
in the early 1900s to cater for new industries such as the James Oakes clay pipe
works. Many new families had moved in from other counties such as Staffordshire
and Shropshire and the much needed Jacksdale Council Schools were built in
1908. The school children must have spoken in several dialects as they hailed from
several counties. Their fathers were employed in heavy manual industries at the
colliery or forge and industrial accidents and fatalities were all too common.
Their Tomorrow for our Today, explores the life stories of not only
those who gave their lives during WW1 but also the exploits of
several hundred local men who served and survived. They would
have set off from the railway station perched high up on the Jacksdale viaducts to far distant, war-torn lands, hoping beyond hope
that they would one day see that railway station and their waiting
families and sweethearts again. Women played their part too,
stepping in to take jobs in local industries, serving as nurses, collecting for soldiers’ ‘comforts funds’ and organising concerts in aid
of the Belgian refugees or hospital day fundraising parades.
Other chapters in the book focus on the role of the church and Westwood, St.
Mary’s (consecrated in 1899);
housing conditions; education for
all; war in the workplace; women to
the fore; the story of the village war
memorial and return of the soldier
statue; the formation of the local
branch of the British Legion and local memories of the world war two
years. There are lots of shocks and
surprises along the way, including
the burning of an effigy of Hitler at
the Welfare! The book is jammed
full of facts and figures, photos and
quotes, with poems by villagers.
JACHs hope you enjoy the book
when it comes out. No price set as
yet but it is subsidised by the HLF
so will be sensibly priced. As with
all jigsaw puzzles that are a little
dated, pieces always go missing
and some may never be found
again. JACHs will always be looking for them, so please let us know
if you find any!
www.jacksdale.org.uk
Tel 01773 603440
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Village Heart Defibrillator
The heart defibrillator is now in
place at the front of the Welfare. It
has to be there as there's CCTV on
there 24 hours a day. There are instructions on the front of the cabinet how to get in to get the machine
if needed. Many thanks yet again to
Ydelle at the Welfare for organising
the magnificent fund raising event.
Also the contributors – Badjer,
Acorn Chemist, all the craft groups,
Tuesday coffee morning, Scarborough rose (local business), Centerpoint church and of course everyone

St Helen’s Church Christmas Fair
Saturday 14th November from 11am 2pm.
Craft stalls, games, cake stall, tombola, food and refreshments.
Children’s activities, and much much
more.

We hope to see you.

Would you like to sponsor
Badjer News?
Please contact us at:
badjeradverts@hotmail.co.uk

For more details

who came to the fundraiser and
spent a fortune on the raffle and the
games. Jacksdale Butchers donated
the food. Many thanks for the raffle
prizes. There are far too many names
to mention. But all know who you are
and should be very proud of your

Badjer Would like to thank our
sponsors for their continued
support.

achievement.

Knightsbridge Garage

MR AND MRS SMETHURST
RIVERSIDE DESIGN INTERIORS
21 PYE HILL ROAD
JACKSDALE

28

