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Would you like to sponsor 
Badjer News?  

Please contact us at: 

badjeradverts@hotmail.co.uk 

For more details 

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Badjer News 

are not necessarily those of the Badjer Committee. 

 

If you would like an article included in the Badjer 

News please email to badjered@hotmail.co.uk 

The deadline for the May Issue is 4pm 

on Thursday 16th April 2015 

           

Find us on Facebook - Badjer Jacksdale and Westwood 

To view Badjer News in full colour and 

for more local information visit: 

www.jacksdale.org.uk 

To advertise in the Badjer News 

please email to 

badjeradverts@hotmail.co.uk 

Building and Developing Jacksdale and Westwood’s Environmental Resources Newsletter 

Do you use the services of the 

people who advertise in Badjer 

News? 

Please let them know where you saw the 

advert so that they know that they are 

getting a response from advertising with us. 

Without them we could not keep going from 

strength to strength and we would not be 

able to keep you up to date with village news. 

Are you interested in the environment  

or improving the village? 

Why not Join Badjer? 
We are an established group, with access to funding, which works to-

wards ensuring Jacksdale remains a village with a heart. 

Badjer have already brought numerous improvements to the village and 

local area such as providing the floral displays, improving Wharf Green 

and the New Village Sign. 

Badjer is a small group of volunteers which are 

constantly looking for new members to help. 

If you think you could help or would like more 

details please contact our Chairperson  

- Dorrienne on 01773 779492 
Westwood Bulb Planters 2011 

Can we get it all going again 
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Dear Editor, I was interested in Michael Thackers 

letter in the Badjer. I am sorry I am unable to help 

with the names of the scouts. However, when we, 

Bill and Nancy Tinsley, lived in Jacksdale we were 

good friends with Michael’s Father and Mother. 

His Father was Managing Secretary of Codnor Park 

Co-op Society and my husband was Grocery Man-

ager, in fact we have a photo of Michael on horse-

back in one of our family albums. 

When the Thackers moved to Retford not long af-

ter we moved to Gainsborough a neighbouring town 

and we often visited each others homes. Even 

now when we go to Retford we look for the 

house where the Thackers lived and the church 

where Michael’s father used to play the organ. 

I am now 97 years old but happy memories, 

Best wishes, Nancy Tinsley (nee Thacker no re-

lation) 
Many thanks for your letter Nancy, it’s always great 

to hear about the memories that people have about 

the local area and local characters. If anyone else 

has any interesting memories please write in, we 

love to hear about them, ED. 

We would like to thank, through the Bad-

jer News, friends, neighbours and passers

-by who helped our daughter when she 

was involved in a road traffic accident 

with a stationary pick-up truck parked on 

Wagstaff Lane on Saturday, 3rd January, 

at about 6pm.  Their help was very much 

appreciated.  Thankfully she is o.k. 

 Mr and Mrs Barnes, Wagstaff Lane  
We are very happy to be able to pass on your 

thanks and are glad to hear that your daughter is 

ok, ED 
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Poppy Appeal 2014 

I would like to thank all the people of Jacksdale, Selston and the surrounding 

villages, for the time and money they donated to the 2014 Poppy Appeal. You 

all helped to raise £8,225, making this the most successful appeal to date. 

Many thanks again for all your hard work, 

Robin Tomsett, Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser. 

Chairs Page 
Firstly I would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year. Hope you all had a good Christ-

mas. Personally I am pleased everything's back to normal. We at B.A.D.J.E.R are now starting 

to think of our next event our main one this year is going to be on the 14th June at Jacksdale 

Welfare. It's not going to be called soldier day it's going to be a fun day for families. There 

will be more details in the next Badjer News. We really need more people on the committee 

there's only 6 of us and we are quite stretched. If anyone is interested in joining us to help 

improve the village please contact me on 01773779492 or through clean up Jacksdale on Face-

book. If you can't help, please support our events  so we know it's worth the effort. All money 

we take does go back into the village and we are all unpaid volunteers.  Thank you. 

 We are also wanting to set up Neighbourhood. Watch again but need people to come forward 

to take part. We had a police meeting a while ago but as usual not many turned up and com-

pared to the amount of people that complain about problems in the village it was a very poor 

turn out. We are trying to make things better but need everyone to pull together to make 

Westwood and Jacksdale a better place to live in. It's a lovely friendly area let's try to keep 

it that way, 

Still trying to get through to the few dogs owners that will not pick up the dog mess. Please it 

only takes seconds and stops the rest of us treading in it and taking it in our houses. Also it's 

not nice if children fall over and land in it. Would you like that to happen to your child with a 

possibility of them becoming ill. Please be a responsible adult remember children look to us to 

show them the right way in life. 

Hope you enjoy reading the Badjer News - a lot of work and chasing about is involved to put it 

together 4 times a year but it's all worth while if we know you all enjoy reading it. Thank you 

for all your continued support. 

Dorrienne. 

We would like to thank Robin Tomsett for organising poppy selling in all local shops. He works 

tirelessly to make sure that there's someone selling poppies all day every day for 2 weeks in 

the local Co-ops leading up to Poppy Day. He has to see all of us that volunteer and do a rota 

system. He brings us all the poppies plus he takes poppies to all the local shops and public 

houses. He and his wife both sell them and fill in gaps when there's no one available for those 

times. He collects all the pots in, counts the money and gets it to the British  Legion. 

He does a brilliant job. This year we raised £8,225 just in our small area. Which is really good 

and I, for one, as well as the other poppy sellers, I am sure, are proud to have helped to raise 

that amount. I love selling them in the Co-op people are very generous and lots stop to chat. 

Hope I will be asked again this year. So a massive thank you to Robin.  

Dorrienne 
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Family run  

business with  

14 years of  

experience 

 

 

We love  

Referrals 
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JACKSDALE & IRONVILLE BRIDGE PROJECT 
 Just a quick note to bring you up to date on this exciting project. The working group meet 

regularly to work on this project. 

Cllr Paul Smith from Derbyshire  County Council is Chairman of the meeting and I hold the po-

sition of Vice Chair. 

The rest of the group is made up of Councillors and council officers from both Derbyshire and 

Nottinghamshire. 

Derbyshire CC is funding the Ironville part of the project and Ashfield District Council is 

working on the Jacksdale side to ensure that the footpaths and bridleways are accessible and 

safe. 

 I am also working to revamp the Wharf Green area, with the possibility of eco-friendly solar 

lighting in the area, to ensure the footpaths are well lit. 

Ashfield District Council is looking into funding opportunities to help bring this project to 

fruition. 

The Bridge Project will restore  a much-needed link between the two villages over the canal. 

As it was before the old bridge fell into disrepair. 

  

If you would like more details of this project, Please call in at my surgery on the 3rd Saturday 

in the month between 10.00 and 12.00 in Jacksdale Community Centre  

or call me on 01773 780326 

Cllr Liz Mays   

Cllr for Jacksdale and Westwood 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
 Thank you to all the local residents that at-

tended the Christmas Lighting Up Ceremony. 

I would just like to thank, Paul Shipley for 

providing the sausage rolls, Gully from Gulli-

ver's Kingdom, Underwood Rock and Soul 

Choir, Jacksdale and Westwood School 

choirs and of course Santa Claus for fitting 

Jacksdale into his busy schedule. 

Thank you to all the ADC staff that helped 

to make this event possible. 

May I just wish you all a very Happy New 

Year. 

 Cllr Liz Mays, Cllr for Jacksdale and Westwood. 



6  

Jacksdale And Westwood  

Pensioners 
Chair Person Elizabeth Clarke 01773 718167 

I am pleased to report that we have had a very 

successful year at the club - We were selected by 

ADC as the best rural village club. 

The arrangements for outings, entertainers and 

our club holiday are as follows: 

Return after the Christmas break to the Dale 

Club, Jacksdale on Monday 5th January 2015, 

2.00pm. Anyone wanting to join us will be made 

very welcome. If you are over 50 and want com-

pany and friendship we are the club to join! 

Mon 9th February - Table Top Sale at the Dale 

Club 

Mon 23rd March - Holiday to Eastbourne 

Mon 30th March - Easter Egg raffle and Hot 

Cross buns at the Dale Club 

Mon 13th April - Cake Stall and Entertainer at 

the Dale Club (Free to Members) 

Thursday 30th April - Day trip to Crystal Peaks 

and 3 course meal at Eckington Civic Centre  

 (£13 for Non-members, Free to Members) 

Tues 2nd June - Day trip to Trentham Gardens (£7 for non-members, free to members) 

Mon 29th June - Holiday to Torquay 

Tues 7th July - day trip to Barnsley, meal at Taybarns Restaurant (Free to members) 

Tues 25th August - Day trip to Burton-on-Trent, Meal at Marsh Farm (free to members) 

Mon 7th September - Club Holiday to Weston-Super-Mere 

Mon 28th September -  Harvest Festival with Entertainer at Dale Club, 2.00pm (free to members) 

Thurs 22nd October - Day trip to Crystal Peaks and Meal at Eckington Civic Centre (£13 non-

members, free to members) 

Mon 23rd November - Club Holiday to Llandudno 

Mon 7th Dec - Presents from Secret Santa and 

Mince Pies at Dale Club 2.00pm 

Tues 8th December - Coach to “The Boundary 

Hotel”, Broadmeadows for Christmas Lunch and 

Entertainer (Free to Members) 

Mon 14th December - Dale Club Jacksdale 

2.00pm - Fuddle Day for members, friends and 

families - Free of Charge - Christmas Cheer 

Draw - Buffet and Entertainer 

Return after Christmas Break - MONDAY 10TH 

JANUARY 2016. 

SPRING IS COMING 
Spring is not too far down the line. 

Just look out for the tell-tale signs, 

The dewy freshness of the morn. 

Frogs now starting to lay their spawn. 
  

Hazel and elder showing new buds. 

Out with sponges and soapy suds. 

Perfume the toilet, scrub the bath. 

Brush the chimney and scrub the hearth. 
  

The days slowly getting longer, 

And birdies see the end of hunger. 

The tiny buds look on with glee, 

Small sparrows nesting in the tree. 
  

Clocks in March go an hour forward. 

See where creepy spiders have crawled. 

Easter coming, gives four days off. 

Hoping to get rid of the winters cough. 
  

Spring's not too far, you hearty souls. 

No more eating out china bowls. 

Salad, hard-boiled eggs, for your tea. 

Stew and soups not now for thee. 
By Alfred Holt. (Jacksdale Jotter) 
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Disclaimer: 

Badjer has not vetted the 

businesses listed in this 

Newsletter. Customers should 

make their own enquiries in 

order to assess suitability and 

competence.  

Alan Cockayne 
Jacksdale lost another of its characters in 2014 when Alan passed 

away on the 3rd November after being taken suddenly ill in Jacksdale 

Post Office that same day. 

The whole Cockayne family wish to express their heart felt grati-

tude to all those who rendered assistance to Alan on that fateful 

day and thank all of you (you know who you are) for the kindness and 

support you gave to him. 

Alan had lived in Jacksdale since 1964 and was a popular and very 

well- known figure in local life.   

He was a regular face at the Miner’s Welfare on bingo evenings for many years and helped 

reform Jacksdale Miners Welfare Bowls Club in 1983 with his friend Alan Shipley.  Alan was 

Secretary and then Chairman for a total of 30 years only retiring after ill health in 2013. 

Alan was born in Belper, Derbyshire in 1934 and grew up in ‘Green Hall’ which had been split 

into several flats.  He was very intelligent, but had to forgo an education as the family were 

very poor and it was more important to have an income in the house at that time. 

He joined the RAF in 1952 and completed 2 years National Service, serving in Germany for 

most of that time. 

In civilian life Alan worked at Stevenson’s Dyers at Ambergate for nearly 50 years before 

retiring in 1999.  He was also the local Trade Union Representative at Stevenson’s for the 

National Union of Hosiery and Knitwear Workers (Later Knitwear, Footwear and Apparel 

Trades) for many years.  His union activity brought him into contact with many famous politi-

cians over the years and also gave him an outlet for his very active mind. 

Alan married Hazel in 1957 and they raised a family of three boys and one adopted daughter 

and in addition they also fostered many other children during the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s. 

Even in later life Alan was always involved in the community where he was a BADJER News 

distributor for over ten years.  After ill health slowed him up a bit he purchased a mobility 

scooter and was soon out and about again and was often to be seen walking the dog and gos-

siping with all the neighbours in Jacksdale Village. 

The funeral was held at Westwood St. Mary’s Church and was attended by hundreds of fam-

ily and friends from both near and far.  The service was conducted by Celia Tew who very 

graciously allowed Alan’s sister the Reverend Muriel Keene and her husband, the very Rever-

end Canon David Keene to take part. 

He is sorely missed by all the family and Jacksdale seems somewhat less without him. 

Looking for an extra income?  

– look no further! 
We are looking for self-motivated individuals/couples 

with a desire to exceed their current salary. 
 

To find out more about this opportunity please 
contact ......Lucie Walker 07967883608... 
Independent Distributor of Forever Living Products 
Aloe Vera Drinking Gels, Supplements, Skincare and Personal 

Care Products 
Forever Living Products, Longbridge Manor, Warwick. CV34 6RB, 

,members of the Direct Selling Association  
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THE RIPLEY and DISTRICT HERITAGE TRUST 

AND                                                  

THE BUTTERLEY COMPANY  

 

2015 is the 225th anniversary of the founding of the Butterley 

Company and the 50th anniversary of the closing of the Codnor 

Park Forge.  

RDHT is actively engaged in preserving the history and heri-

tage of this great company. 

Already a significant amount of archive mate-

rial has been catalogued and been shown at 

various venues held by other local Historical 

and Heritage groups. 

The long term 

objective of 

the  RDHT  is to preserve what remains of the Butterley 

site but in the meantime continue to add to the Butterley 

archives more photographs, documents, books, articles, 

magazines or any other memorabilia that people may have. 

The  RDHT  is therefore appealing for people to come for-

ward to donate to or allow the  RDHT  to have sight of any 

such memorabilia. 

The  RDHT  is located in the Ripley 

Town Hall and meets most Thursdays 

between 2.00 and 4.00pm. 

Visit our website – www.rdht.org.uk and 

leave a message for us or contact Tim 

Castledine on 01773 746954, John Hardwick on 01773 780354 or  John Chambers on 01773 

783831 ( All Ex Butterley ) if you have anything that you be-

lieve would be of interest to us. 

If necessary collection can be arranged. 

HELP US TO PRESERVE THE HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF 

AN ENGINEERING GIANT “THE BUTTERLEY COMPANY“ 

                                     ----------------------  

photograph of the Butterley “ Wulpa “ Carlift which for many 

years  was a famous local landmark. It stood on land just be-

fore the entrance to the Butterley Works. Anyone travelling 

by bus to Ripley from Jacksdale would have seen it.  

This photo was taken in the Butterley Bridgeyard late 

50,s / early 60’s.On the trestles is an Electric Overhead 

Travelling Crane being made ready for Load Testing and 

to the right is Bridge being trial erected prior to des-

patch most probably made for British Rail. 

St Pancras station. The Butterley Company built 

and erected the station roof which at the 

time  ( 1867 ) was the largest unsupported arch 

in the world and also supplied all the Undercroft 

pillars. Everthing was made from Wrought Iron 

that came from Codnor Park Forge . 

http://www.rdht.org.uk
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Professional childcare 

Ofsted registered childminder providing 

professional homebased childcare in Jacksdale 

spaces available for under 5’s, before and 

after school care provided for to/from  

Jacksdale school and nursery 

call  Rachel on 01773 604549 

call/text  07542 879040 

email rachelscothern@gmail.con 

more info at 

www.freerangechildcare.com/item/rachel- 

scothern-childminding 

CODNOR CASTLE 
Codnor Castle Heritage Trust will be holding a series of events in 

2015 at the Castle and you are all invited to attend. 

The Trust has leased the Farm House next to the Castle and this, 

along with the Castle itself, will be open to the Public every sec-

ond Sunday of the month throughout the year, from      11 a.m. 

until 3 p.m. (times may vary).  There is a toilet facility and free 

refreshments are available. 

The Castle grounds will be open and there will be guided tours on 

most open days to help visitors understand the ruins they can see 

and learn all about the history of the castle and the powerful De 

Grey Family who lived there. 

If you are a party or a school and wish to have a private guided tour, please contact the 

Trust via the website at www.codnorcastle.co.uk and we will do all we can to accommodate 

you. 

 

VICTORIAN PICNIC 10TH MAY 

EVENT (TBA) 14TH JUNE 

HISTORIC WALK 1ST AUGUST 

HERITAGE WEEKEND 12TH & 13TH SEPTEMBER 

GHOST WALK 24TH OCTOBER. 

The castle grounds are maintained by the Trust which is also using community pay-back 

groups to help among others. 

Please come along, bring the family, enjoy stunning views over the Erewash Valley and enjoy 

the woodland walks along the way.   

Why not bring a picnic, take some photographs and learn all about one of Derbyshire’s an-

cient hidden historical gems, right here on your door step. 

Please note, there is no vehicular access to the castle, you may approach by foot, cycle and 

horse-back only. 

Heritage Trust 

http://www.codnorcastle.co.uk
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HOW TO GET TO CODNOR CASTLE  

FROM JACKSDALE 
Jacksdale 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Codnor Castle 
Plan courtesy of Derbyshire County Council 
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Westwood  School  – 150 Years Old in 2015?   

 By JACHs  
 

Westwood Infants’ School opened in 1865. It was not until 1890 that 

the first desks arrived, up till then children managed with slates on 

their knees. Parents paid a penny a day to have their child educated but 

the 1891 Elementary Education Act prohibited schools from charging a 

fee and grants were instead sent to schools from central government. 

Further awards were made to the school if pupils attained acceptable 

standards of education.   In 1899 Westwood School was enlarged for 

200 children and in 1900 the average attendance was 120 children.  

 

Below:  Pupils of Westwood School, circa 1904 -  Courtesy Denise Scotece. 

Headmistresses were:-  

Miss Hood  1865, Miss 

Massey 1875, Miss John-

son 1878, Miss Greatorex 

1883, Miss Samuel 1891, 

Miss Jarrett 1896, Miss 

Taylor 1897, Miss Jackson 

1904, Miss Goddard 1906, 

Miss Blackburn 1909, Miss 

Beard 1911, Miss Hall 

1913, Miss Preston 1921, 

Miss Cockayne 1922, Miss 

Gibson 1925 to 1948,  

Miss Muller 1948, Miss 

Bland 1950 to 1970 and 

Mrs C Winsor 1970, the 

first married woman to be 

head of Westwood School.  

Prior to that for many decades women once married were expected to leave the workplace 

and concentrate on their own families. The earliest headmistresses were not fully qualified 

and were paid £7 per annum.    

 

An interesting account of schooling at Westwood was recounted in a Selston WEA book, de-

scribing  the memoirs of Joseph Naylor  ’Selston Victorians - Pit Lad to Deputy’ who started 

at Westwood School in 1900 at the age of 3. ‘He sat with other children of the same age in 

the gallery, a wooden structure raised about four steps at the end of the classroom. Here 

the tiny children sat for hour after hour, playing with simple toys and not daring to misbe-

have, for fear of incurring the wrath of the teacher who was busy with the infants in the 

lower part of the room. Boys and girls were clad in frocks, boys not being ‘britched’ until 

they were five years of age. The classroom was heated by a coal fire but only one scuttle of 

coal was allowed for the day.  Often the children in the gallery were ‘blue with cold.’ Some-

times they fell asleep through sheer boredom. Real education began at the age  
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of 5, when each child was given a slate with lines on one side and squares on the other. They 

copied the letters of the alphabet from large reading cards onto the slates. They also 

learned to recite the alphabet and to repeat things like C-A-T   - spells cat.  Every child had 

a copy of the same reading book and they read aloud, a sentence or paragraph in turn. Num-

ber work was done with the aid of bead frames, and all the children copied what the teacher 

did on her large frame. Adelaide Cooke was the teacher at this time.  There were no school 

dinners and those who could not get home, stood in the cloakroom to eat their sandwiches, 

washed down with water, from a mug chained to the tap. From Standard 2 at Westwood, 

scholars moved to Codnor Park, Underwood or Selston.‘  Joseph  Naylor moved on, with sev-

eral of his Westwood pals,  to Ironville & Codnor Park School, which had been built by the 

Butterley Company in 1850.  

In 1907 the infants’ gallery at Westwood School was removed. Jacksdale School opened in 

1908 so Westwood children were then able to move over to Jacksdale for primary education. 

In 1912 during the strikes the school was used as a soup kitchen and the school staff helped 

with serving and preparation. Gas and water toilets were installed in 1913. 

 

Photo:  The Westwood Relief Committee. The person who inscribed the photograph had not 

learned that it was ‘i before e except after c’ but nonetheless let’s hope the soup in that big 

tureen was hearty and warming and made with the best Westwood potatoes and turnips!   

JACHs hold very few photographs of Westwood or Westwood School pupils so if you have 

any to share we would be very pleased to hear from you. We can scan photos while you wait, 

returning them immediately. Please help us preserve the history of Westwood and Jacksdale.  

 

Contact:-  www.jacksdale.org.uk or Phone Carol 01773 603440 

http://www.jacksdale.org.uk
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Jacksdale Social Club 

Open 12 midday, every day! 

Jackie & Shaun 01773 603342  

Sky TV 

Racing UK 

Pool Room 

Snug Room 

Lovely Outdoor 

Area - Under 

Cover 

Mon-Thurs  

Pub Teams  

(new team players 

always needed).  

5&3’s  

Skittles 

Darts & Dominoes 

Pool 
 

Weekends 

 Karaoke, Music, Live 

Bands 
 

Sundays  

Meat & Beer Draws 

(meats supplied by 

Jacksdale Butchers) 

Jacksdale FC. Home 

Matches @ Ironville 

Rec. 2pm KO. Fixtures 

on Alfreton District 

Sunday League. 
 

Please add Jack`s Bar on 

Facebook for our week to 

week events  

Live Entertainment 
To Be Arranged - please contact 

the Club for details or see their 

facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We also play in Dusk till Dawn Poker League 

anyone interested pop in for time and dates of 

play 
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JAYNE COOPER M.Inst.Ch.P 

CHIROPODIST 

SURGERY  

172 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, SELSTON 

TEL: 01773861805 

MOB: 07979810333 

CHRISTIE COOPER MCFHP 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH 

PRACTITIONER 

HOME VISITING SERVICE 

OFFERING WEEKEND AND EVENING 

APPOINTMENTS 

MOB: 07813460482 

MR AND MRS SMETHURST 

RIVERSIDE DESIGN INTERIORS 
21 PYE HILL ROAD 

JACKSDALE 

Badjer Would like to thank our 

sponsors for their continued 

support. 

Knightsbridge Garage 
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Dates for the 
CentrePoint Community Church 
Franklin Rd 
Rev. Carol  Vincent 
01773 781558 
info.centrepointcommunitych@gmail.com 
 
www.centrepointcommunitychurch.org.uk 
 
Sunday 10.30am communion and worship 
 
Sunday 6pm Church Cafe. A more informal time where you can ask the questions, see a short 
DVD or discuss issues that are relevant to today. Refreshments free 
 
Thursday 10.30am till 12.30. Building Bridges 
Coffee Morning 
A place for carers or those affected by illness 
to support and be supported. Donation only. 
All donations will go to charity. It is also open 
to anyone in the area just to drop in as we 
have various rooms 
 
Thursday 6.30 Prayer 
 
Thursday 7pm Bible study 
 
Please join us or contact the church if you 
need help or advice. We are available for child 
dedications, weddings and funerals. 
 
Contact us about hiring the church hall to run 
an event. Please note all events are subject to 
the church's policy on whether appropriate to-

wards our belief.  £5.50 an hour includes 

kitchen use 
 
We are a non profit organisation charity 

 

Email: 

 

badjeradverts@ 

hotmail.co.uk 

BADJER NEWS -  ADVERTISING RATES  

    

Advert Size One Discounted Rate  Monthly 

  Issue Four Issues Cost 

  £ £ £ 

Business Card 12.00 42.00 3.50 

Quarter Page 18.00 60.00 5.00 

Half Page 36.00 120.00 10.00 

    

Ask about our SPECIAL RATES FOR SPONSORS  

mailto:info.centrepointcommunitych@gmail.com
http://www.centrepointcommunitychurch.org.uk
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Dreaming of Summer  
The cold wintery days of January and February make us long for the warm, sunny days of sum-

mer. In our minds, we can see the greens and pastels of our gardens, remember the fragrances 

and hear the birds singing. 
 

But, since the ground is frozen solid or snow blankets the landscape, we can't act on our dreams.  

However, deep winter is a great time to plan for next summer's gardens!  And, now that it's catalogue season, we're all 

being tempted with visions of new plants and new ideas for our gardens.  Here is a little advice on preparing for next 

summer’s garden, by starting your own flowers from seed now and over the next few months.  This way you can create 

the garden of your dreams at a fraction of the cost 
 

Gardens are the results of our dreams.  We get a picture in our head and we dig and plant to turn that dream into reality.  

Winter is a great time to dream of the garden we want to create.  
 

To start, grab your garden photos or close your eyes and remember what pleased you about your garden last summer.  

Do you have a favourite plant that comes to mind, or a special plant combination that worked just right?  That success is 

what you want to repeat throughout your garden next year.  Or maybe you saw the perfect garden when out and about 

last year.  It may have been on a much grander scale than your space will allow, but it is possible to reproduce it, or 

parts of it, in a smaller garden.  
 

If you've never grown from seeds indoors before, it's best to begin with just a few types.  Easy starters: Trailing Lobelia, 

Petunias and French Marigolds make a bright and simple display in your garden, especially in sunny spots.  

Once you've decided on your plants, you must know two things to determine when the seeds should be started: the last 

frost date for your area, and the time required before transplanting into your garden. 

Seed Sowing Indoors  
 

Some popular flowers are too tender to be grown outdoors until the end of spring. The seeds are sown in compost be-

tween January and April and the trays or pots kept in a greenhouse, garden frame or on the windowsill. The seedlings 

are planted out in the garden in late May or early June, depending on when the last frost is in your area.   Indoor sowing 

is not restricted to half-hardy subjects  (tender plants ).  It is also used for raising hardy types of flowers and vegetables 

when earlier blooms are required.  Transplanting indoor-sown plants rather than sowing on site is useful for wet and 

cold areas. 
 

1.CONTAINERS: Use a clean seed tray or seed pan of the correct size for the job.  Drainage holes are important.  
 

2.COMPOST: Either peat-based, peat-free or John Innes Seed compost provide an ideal medium for germination - 

sterile and consistent. Fill the container with the compost.  Firm lightly with a piece of board.  Sprinkle the compost 

with water the day before seed sowing - it should be moist (not wet) when you sow the seeds.  Scatter them thinly 

and cover with a thin layer of compost - small seeds should not be covered. Firm lightly with a board.  Now choose 

the standard ‘under glass’ method or simple ‘windowsill’ method. For larger seeds you can make a template,  (see 

diagram below - bottom right).  

 

 

 
                                                              
 

      

        

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

    

The best way to water the tray is to sit it in a 

larger tray of water so that the water can rise up 

through the compost, otherwise put a very fine 

rose on the watering can and water from above, 

taking care not to disturb the seedlings.  

Always label the tray. Don’t just rely on your 

memory. Add the date, the variety and species. 

It’s often a good idea to include your initials.                                                                                                                    

 

3. COVER Place a sheet of glass 

over the tray or pot and put brown 

paper on top. Keep at about 650F or 

180C.  Wipe and turn the glass 

every day. 

4. LIGHT As soon as the seedlings 

break through the surface, remove 

the paper and remove the sheet of 

glass. Keep the compost moist but 

not wet.  

Or 

3. COVER Place a transparent polythene bag 

over the pot as shown.  Fit with a rubber band. 

Keep at about 650F or 180C in a shady spot. 

4. LIGHT As soon as the seedlings break 

through the surface, remove the polythene bag 

and move the pot to a windowsill which does 

not receive direct sunlight. Turn the pot regu-

larly to avoid lop-sided growth — keep the 

compost moist but not wet.  The illustrations 
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PRICKING OUT SEEDLINGS 
 

Seedlings are usually transplanted when the first true leaves can be seen. Transplant them as early as possible to reduce damage to 

the roots. 

Fill a clean seed tray with seed compost and firm it down. 

Use a small dibber or spatula to prick out the seedlings. 

Hold the seedling by a leaf and ease it out of the compost. Do not pull the seedling as it will easily crush and wa-

ter will not be able to reach the leaves from the roots. All the roots should come out easily. Do not knock the 

compost off the roots, because this does more damage to the root hairs where water is taken up.  
Space the seedlings in lines. (See the diagram).   Re label the tray. 

The tray can now be placed in the greenhouse in a shady place, at a temperature 3°C lower than the germination temperature. Do 

not put it in direct sunlight immediately because too much water will be lost from the leaves of the seedlings and they will wilt. 

Water the tray by placing it in a larger tray which is a third full of water, for about 30 minutes. (See the diagram.) 

The seedlings can be pricked out into smaller trays or seed pans and kept on a light windowsill but out of direct sunlight.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HARDENING OFF 
When the seedlings have recovered from the pricking out move, they must be hardened off to prepare them for the life outdoors. 

Increase the ventilation and move the container to a cool room or to a cold frame. Then move outdoors during daylight hours; 

finally leaving them outdoors all the time for about 7 days before planting out. 

2015 

Various electronic propagators can 

be used to aid germination and the 

development of seedlings. 
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Make do and Mend 1940-1954 
 

Mrs Makedo glanced back at the queue and sighed, it was getting longer, and 

people were now standing outside on the pavement. Whatever the problem was 

at the counter they’d better get a move on. She’d been queuing nearly an hour. 

She tapped Mrs Thrifty on the shoulder. “What’s going on?” she asked. 

Mrs Thrifty looked at the crowd round the till. “I don’t know, it looks as if 

there is a problem with Mr Lostit, and Mrs Firstin‘s face is a picture. She was 

first here this morning, heard that corn beef is in, and oranges.” She nodded towards the 

folks queuing outside the shop.” They’re not going to be well pleased if there isn’t enough to go 

round.”  

 Mrs Makedo smiled as the queue moved forward and a few expletives were voiced from the 

queue behind them.  

Mrs Thrifty whispered, “Oh, by the way; will you be using your sugar coupons this week?  I 

could swap you my tea coupons… it’s our Lettie’s, twenty-first birthday do on Saturday, and I 

could do with a bit more sugar.  The family has helped out with marge and lard, but we’re 

struggling for sugar.”  

Mrs Makedo looked pleased, “Yes, I’m alright for sugar this week.” She raised her eyebrows as 

Mrs Firstin, her face red as a beetroot walked towards them.  “What a palaver,” she said, as 

she plonked her shopping bag on the floor. “Mr Lostit, held job up. Pushed in ahead of me. 

Reckons he lost his ration book in here yesterday. He wouldn’t budge till manager were sent 

for. More or less accused the assistants here of stealing it. Anyways, Mr Sortit is dealing with 

it now.” 

Mrs Thrifty shook her head, “Anyone could have picked it up.” 

Mrs Firstin, snorted, “Well, he shouldn’t have been careless. She picked up her bag.” Corn 

beef is in today, no oranges. Ta, ta for now.”       

     This fictitious scene could have been a reality in 1940. To lose a ration book was a serious 

thing, and without it you couldn’t buy all you needed. The queues for food were a daily chore. 

The war that started in September 1939 was taking its toll.  Life as everyone knew it irre-

trievably changed for everyone in Britain. No longer far away from the carnage as in previous 

wars, Britain was in the thick of it. Want and scarcity was a big problem and we had to tighten 

our belts as food, and our resources, became scarce. On January 8th 1940 rationing was intro-

duced in Britain; this lasted until February 1954. Everyone had to 

have their own ration book, including the Royal family.  

To obtain a ration book, everyone had to get an identity card. To do 

this, the women collected together the whole family’s birth certifi-

cates, and took them to their local church hall or school or some-

where similar, rather like the usage of buildings as polling stations 

today. Inside the books were coupons which were cut out, and used 

to buy a fixed amount of rationed foods each week, or month. These were 

stretched with the help of the un-rationed extras, like bread (not rationed 

until after the war.) cereal, potatoes, offal and fruit and vegetables.    

WW2 Food Rations. This is the ration for one adult per week. 

Bacon and Ham……….4ozs (100g) 

Meat……………….to the value of 1s.2d. (6p today.) Sausages were not rationed but difficult 

to obtain: offal was originally unrationed but sometimes formed part of the meat ration. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-JRrG2ocDMXc/TrcHsGKy7WI/AAAAAAAABtY/_sUl5gnV4-M/s1600/4c4b6326-1f7e-11e0-87ca-00144feab49a.jpg
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Butter……………2ozs (50g) 

Cheese…………..2ozs (50g) sometimes it rose to 4ozs (100g) and even up to 8ozs (225g) 

Margarine…….4ozs (100g) 

Cooking fat…..4ozs (100g) often dropping to 2ozs (50g) 

Milk……………… 3 pints (1800ml sometimes dropping to 2 pints (1200ml) 

Household (skimmed dried) milk was available. This was one packet each 4 weeks. 

Sugar……………8ozs (225g)  

Preserves…….1lb (450g) every two months  

Tea………………..2ozs (50g) 

Eggs………………1 shell egg a week if available but at times dropping to 1 every two weeks. 

Dried eggs …..1 packet each 4 weeks. 

Sweets…………12oz (350g) each 4 weeks. 

In addition there was a monthly point system. As an example of how these could be 

spent.      With the 16 points that you were allocated you were allowed to buy one can 

of fish or meat or 2lb (900g) of dried fruit or 8lb (3.6g) of split peas. 

Babies and younger children, expectant and nursing mothers had concentrated orange 

juice and cod liver oil from Welfare clinics together with priority milk. This milk was 

also available to invalids. 

 Coal and other household essentials were rationed, and for the adults, having been used to 

availability, it was an uneasy transition. Children accepted it as the normal way of life. An in-

teresting fact is, that statistics tell us that the nation were healthier on this enforced diet 

than today. 

 A Westwood resident, Mrs Margaret Ashmore, and her sister Una can remember how things 

were. Margaret was born at 81 Inkerman Street, Selston in 1936.The middle one of three 

sisters. Una, the youngest was born in 1939. Their mother did her main shopping at Inkerman 

Street Co-op; it was a busy store.  They remember sugar being weighed into blue bags. But-

ter and lard also sold by weight as much as you were allowed. For some who didn’t need to 

use their coupons there would always be someone ready to swap. Give and take was generally 

the way of things. People would queue for meat or groceries and sometimes they were in 

short supply, and the shelves would be bare. Margaret remembers that queues were a 

brighter place at the butchery department at the coop. The manager, Mr Ken Hind was a 

good looking gentleman, who liked to have a bit of banter with the ladies, and a few would get 

jealous if someone was getting more attention.  

Everyone did their bit, and children were expected to pitch in and help. Margaret and her 

sister Una fetched milk from Knightons farm. No fridges in those days, and at home the jug 

would be kept cool in a bucket of water. They also walked to the Dog and Doublet public 

house every week; to pay their fathers pig club money. 

The pig club was initiated by the Small Pig Keepers’ Council. They persuaded local councils to 

allow people to keep a pig in their back yard. All over the country, local people grouped to-

gether to form pig clubs.  Membership offered several advantages. Cut price pig feed (from 

bulk purchase,) and help with food scrap collection, and a share in the meat. 

Margaret’s parents, kept 2 pigs and piglets in their back yard. When the pigs were fattened, 

they were slaughtered. The piglets sold or raised.  On returning home from school the girls 

would see two half sides of pigs hanging up in the kitchen. Nothing was wasted; jaws, cheeks, 

tails and ears, all were used. Their mum used to render down the big pieces of fat and made  
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beautiful homemade dripping. The blood was collected by a local butcher, to be made into 

black pudding. 

Beginning on June 1st 1941 clothing was also rationed. Coupons were issued for materials or 

articles bought. Every individual was allocated a maximum of just 66 clothing coupons, per 

annum. This equated to one complete outfit a year! 

 A bonus for Margaret and Una was their mother being a dressmaker, and she could 

make their clothes. She would go to Rowell’s in Alfreton, for material at one shilling 

and eleven pence a yard.  If she wanted something special, she went to Farmers shop 

in Nottingham.  

Make and mend was promoted by the authorities, and women were encouraged to recy-

cle clothing. Shoes were mended and when too small, handed down. Wool of unwanted 

jumpers was unravelled and knitted into something else, such as socks and scarves for the 

family, or the soldiers. 

In 1942, a utility scheme was introduced to limit the amounts of material used in the making 

of clothes- for example: a gents suit would have 3 pockets maximum, NO turn ups, 2 buttons 

maximum, and 20cm trouser width maximum. 

Ladies clothing was restricted too: NO elastic waistbands, NO fancy belts and shoes with a 

maximum heel height of just 5cm.  

Jumble sales were well attended venues, a family could be rigged out, and many a young 

bride’s trousseau was furnished from these.  Household items including furniture could be 

bought, saving precious coupons. It wasn’t unheard of for curtains to be made into skirts or 

dresses. Women would draw lines down the backs of their legs to give the impression that 

they were wearing stockings!   Not so good if it rained, especially if you had rubbed tan on 

your legs.  

Materials used in the production of plates, saucepans and umbrellas, were tightly controlled, 

and folks would mend saucepans with what was called a fixit, or a tinker. (Something similar 

to a nut and a washer that plugged a hole.)  New saucepans were in short supply and hard to 

get. Sometimes you could wait months for a chance to buy one.  

Mrs Shirley Houseman, who lived at New Westwood, recalled her mother managing to get 

two new saucepans.  Doctor Thomas Heffron, on one of his visits to her father mentioned 

that his saucepans were in a bad state of repair, and that he was desperate to get a new one. 

Her mother took pity on him and let him have one of the saucepans. That was the sort of 

spirit that got people through, and Shirley remembers how folks helped one another out with 

food, and other utilities. 

 Petrol rationing meant fewer vehicles on the road and a greater reliability on public trans-

port, which in itself was also restricted.  It was not on sale for private use, only for work 

deemed essential; a permit was needed to obtain it. Walking was sometimes 

the only option. 

 Poaching rabbits and pheasants, kept meat on many a table. Although prose-

cutions were enforced, with fines or prison. Also things that were scarce 

could be bought for a price. This was called the black market, and was illegal. 

However,  it certainly thrived, and seen by many stuggling for goods, as a godsend.   

It was a bleak time, but people still managed to enjoy life, and we should be proud of them. 

Whatever their circumstances, people pulled through. The bulldog breed. 

I wonder, would we manage today,  should  it  happen again?  

                                                                                                                    Dawn Raffle. 

http://i.gratefulgoose.com/product/retailerRedirect.html?keyword=Childrens+World+War+2+Clothes&prov=amazon&n=1940's-WW2-Wartime+FLORAL+PRINT+EVACUEE+DRESS+World+Book+Day+Fancy+Dress+Costume+AGE+11-12&price=14.99&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5hbWF6b24uY28udWsvMTk0MHMtV1c
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Anagrams  

Rearrange the letters to reveal some place names 

1. TOTNIHGAMN   2. LIVEROINL  3. DECKLAJAS 

4. POGHABTER    5. BYRED   6. REAHON 

7. STONELS    8. TESCOMROSE 9. DOWSTEOW 

10. WACKWINS  

Take a Letter  

On each row remove one letter, keeping the others in the same order, 

to produce a new word 

C L O T H E 

_ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ 

C O T 
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"HEEL & SOLE" 

 HOLISTIC THERAPIES.   
 REIKI TREATMENTS & REFLEXOLOGY 

TREATMENTS OFFERED IN THE COMFORT 

OF YOUR OWN HOME BY QUALIFIED  

THERAPIST  

 CONTACT:- SHIRLEY PRESTON, REIKI MAS-

TER & REFLEXOLOGIST. TEL 07816 337271 for 

further information and appointments to suit. 

 Email reikigal@fsmail.net 

JACKSDALE MINERS’ WELFARE. 
Or, as we now know it,  ‘The Dale Club’.  This is the ideal place to have your parties, events etc. 

There's various rooms of different sizes all available to hire for your event. We have all sorts 

of different events going on from Avon, Ann summers, pantomime, kids events and shopping 

nights. We arrange these ourselves and they are very popular. Badjer community group have 

several events there through the year, Soldier Day being the main one where they take over 

the club and the field. Children's parties are very popular as in the party package you get a 

disco, food and a bouncy castle even in bad weather as the castle can go inside. Handy to book 

it saves on all that hassle, preparation and mess in your house. All prices very reasonable. 

Why not have your wedding reception/anniversary in one of our bigger rooms, we do buffets 

and supply a disco. Or do you have a special birthday coming up. Our smaller rooms are the 

perfect place for funerals but some have the bigger rooms I must admit. We cater for you for 

how many people come to the events it’s your choice which room you would like. 

We have prize bingo on a Monday evening from 7pm. 

Tuesday bingo from 9pm. 

Saturday bingo from 9pm. 

Monday pensioners from 2 pm they play bingo, cards, hold a raf-

fle to raise funds. They have lots of outings and entertainment 

on certain Mondays. Very lively and friendly crowd.  

Also there's various other activities through the week: table 

tennis, Impact fitness. Pilates.  Tai Chi, for example. 

If you are a group needing a place for meetings, again this is 

ideal (several groups have their meetings in the lounge). 

You can have a cuppa (tea or coffee), the very friendly bar staff will willing make you a drink. 

Plus the bar is open of course. 

They have football teams that play on a Sunday. 

Even if you just want to pop in for a drink it’s a very friendly place. 

They have big screen TV for football and racing. 

Summer is wonderful you can sit on the patio or the field let 

the kids play on the play area while you have a drink and chat 

to friends in the sunshine. 

If you haven't visited us yet please do, kids are more than 

welcome -it is a family-orientated place.  

If you would like any details for hiring a room or for any of 

the activities pleas ring Ydelle on 01773 602609. 

Dorrienne. 
 

MEAT DRAW THROUGHOUT 2015 

Shipley's Butcher's, Main Rd, Jacksdale 

Will be running a WEEKLY meat draw 

In aid of Jacksdale Mothers & Toddlers 

Prizes will vary but usually:- 

1st Prize - Meat Joint,  2nd Prize - Chops 

3rd Prize - Breakfast Pack 

TICKETS ONLY £1 each 

The profits will be presented to Mother's & 

Toddlers every month by Shipley's Butchers. 
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News from Selston Library 
Hope you had a good Christmas, and a Happy New Year to you all. 

Our local primary school came in before Christmas to sing us some Christmas songs, we all 

really enjoyed it. Thanks to all the parents and customers who came along to watch, it was 

lovely to see so many people in the library. 

We are closed for one day on Wednesday the 18th February for some modernisations. We 

reopen as usual on Friday the 20th February at 2pm. So come along and have a look when we 

reopen, see the new improvements. We are quite excited about it. 

There are also the following usual events at Selston Library: 

“Musical Tales” is a friendly, fun group for children and parents to enjoy together run by Sur-

estart in the library. This is aimed at under 5’s. 

They meet on Fridays, fortnightly from 2:15 – 2:45pm. 

The next sessions are on the 13th and 27th February and the 13thand 27th March 2015. 

Join us for songs and rhymes using instruments and puppets.  

Please note: sessions will not be running in the school holidays 

For Adults: Have a sit down, relax and discuss books from our “Crime Café” at Selston Li-

brary, whilst enjoying refreshments. 

The Crime Café meet on the 1st Wednesday of the month from 1 - 2pm. It’s FREE! 

Our regular Knit and Natter group’s next meeting is the 4th of February. 

1 – 3pm. Then once every two weeks from there. 

Pick up tips and meet new people, Refreshments 

available. 

This is a very friendly group and all abilities are 

welcome. Come along and see for yourself 

All the above events are FREE!! 

The library will be open but the computers will 

be unavailable on the 4th of February, we apolo-

gise for any inconvenience. 

Remember if you’re not already a member, it’s 

free to join the library and we are always 

pleased to see new faces. 

We have a wide selection of fiction, non-fiction, 

large print, DVD’s  and spoken word books to 

suit all ages and tastes…..if you can’t find what 

you’re looking for, it can ordered in for as little 

as 25 pence…..What a bargain!! 
Our opening hours are: 

2pm -  6pm Monday, 09:30 – 4pm Wednesday, 2pm-

5pm Friday and 9:30-12:30 Saturday. 

Please contact the library for more details 

T  01773 810093  

E  selston.library@nottscc.gov.uk   

W  nottinghamshire.gov.uk 
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Do you have an event taking place during May, June, July or August? We can include it in 

Badjer news.        Simply email badjered@hotmail.co.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch 
 

Please if you are interested in partici-

pating in this or would like to know 

more about what it entails please ring 

me on 01773779492. We will be having 

a meeting soon to discuss everything . 

I can let you know when it will be . 

I hope plenty of you will come forward 

to help in this scheme. Let's make 

Jacksdale and Westwood be a safe 

place for us, our children and old peo-

ple to live. Lots of the older genera-

tion are too scared to go out on a 

night - we don't want this.  So let's 

get together to make them feel safe. 

Thank you. 

Dorrienne 

Useful information 

County Councillor - Gail Turner 

Surgery - 4.30-5.30 Jacksdale Community 

Centre on the 4th Saturday of the month or 

contact 

Tel: 01773 780926 

Email: cllr.Gail.turner@nottscc.gov.uk 
 

Useful numbers: 

Parish hall (for bookings) 01773 812012 

Ashfield District Council 01623 457400 

Police - non emergency - 101 

NHS - 24hr advice 111 

Severn Trent Water - 08007834444 

Electricity emergency number 08006783105 

Gas emergency number - 0800111999 

Jacksdale Toddler Group 

(0-5 years) 

Community Centre 

Monday and Thursday 

9.30 - 11.30 

£2.00 per session 

Including refreshments 

Sure Start activities each week 

This group is run by volunteers 

Please call in and Join us 

Or call Claire 07528 215 839 


